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Follow Quebec's Lead... 


axpayers and patients seek- 
ing more than idle chatter 

on health care reform should 
look to Quebec. Often consid- 
ered Canada’s socialist darling, 
the province is home to more 
than 50 private health facilities. 

Patients in Quebec can — 
gasp — pay for diag- 
nostic tests, cataract 
surgeries and ortho- 
paedic procedures 
without having to 
hop a flight to Chica- 
go, or New Delhi. 

Some in Que- 
bec would go much 
further. ADQ lead- 
er Mario Dumont 
recently spoke to 
the Fraser Institute in Calgary 
where he made a no-holds- 
barred argument for an out- 
right parallel private health 
care system in Canada. 

“Presently,” states Dumont, 
“governments forbid us from 
spending our money to improve 
our health. It is an incredibly 
severe constraint, an intolera- 
ble limitation against our right 
to protect the integrity of our 
person. This unacceptable con- 
straint arises from the monop- 
oly the government has taken 


@@ socialized 
medicine does 
not appear to 
be a defining 
characteristic 
of Quebecers 


identity.9® 


over Medicare and hospitaliza- 
tion insurance.” 

Interestingly, Quebecers are 
receptive to the idea of private 
health care. A Ledger Mar- 
keting poll released late last 
year revealed 70% of Quebec- 
ers support paying for care if it 
means getting faster 
service. 

Dr. Robert Ouellet, 
who is part of a group 
of doctors that own 
three private facilities, 
says that private pro- 
vision debates do not 
constantly get side- 
tracked by compar- 

isons with the Unit- 
ed States. Quebec- 
ers tend to look to European 
examples like Sweden, France 
and Germany where social- 
ized health systems exist along- 
side private systems. Unlike 
the rest of Canada, notes Dr. 
Ouellet, socialized medicine 
does not appear to be a defin- 
ing characteristic of Quebecers 
identity. 

Quebec Medical Association 
president Andre Senikas aptly 
sums: “If other provinces tried 
to set up what we have, they'd 
have a revolt on their hands.” 


True enough. But frankly, 
it’s time for a revolt. Quebec is 
far from a model of health care 
reform however, its allowance 
of private facilities is a big step 
in the direction of more servic- 
es, greater choice and shorter 
wait times. 

No doubt Ottawa would try 
and penalize other provinces 
for doing the same. But better 
for premiers in the rest of Can- 
ada to fight a double standard 
than to constantly expend all 
their energy whining for more 
money to prop up an ailing sta- 
tus quo. 

Hitt 

We regret to announce the 
departure of National Research 
Director Bruce Winchester. It 
will be rewarding for Bruce— 
who largely authored much of 
our work on gas tax reform for 
the past 6 years—that the very 
month he leaves us, the federal 
government announces a pro- 
gram which mirrors (in prin- 
ciple) our Municipal Roadway 
Trust. All of us here appreci- 
ated Bruce’s attention to detail, 
dedication to accuracy, pains- 
taking patience and good na- 
ture! We wish Bruce every suc- 
cess in the future. 
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Congratu- 
lations on 
the Jan/Feb 
2005 issue. 
It is the best 
substance is- 
sue in re- 

cent years. I hope all 
Conservative MPs and influ- 
ential party officials received 
and read it. The issue to 
me has many surefire, com- 
mon sense, vote getting pro- 
posals: 


¢ Tax reduction: especial- 
ly increasing the Basic 
Personal Exemption; 


Gas tax revenues: dedicate 
them to roads and infra- 
structure; and 


Day care: adopt a tax cred- 
it. 
Sensible alternatives 
to the Liberals inefficient, 
spending-solves-all-prob- 
lems approach would be a 
winner. 
Ed Ringrose 
Kelowna, BC 


With regard to your 
Municipal Roadway Trust 
you often refer to what re- 
funded amount cities might 
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receive, but you fail to men- 
tion smaller centers and ru- 
ral municipalities. We in ru- 
ral areas buy a lot of gas too. 
I like your paper, keep up 
the good work. 

Clarence Williams 

Borden, SK 

Clarence: our proposal is based 
on grants as a percentage of 
GDP (size of the economy). The 
federal government’s model 
recently released is based ona 
per-capita allowance. In both 
instances, rural areas are safe- 
guarded. 


I have a friend in the 
States that became very 
stressed over how she was 
going to be able to afford 
preschool for her children 
because her family’s income 
was over the limit for Head 
Start assistance. She was 
convinced that only profes- 
sionals could prepare her 
children for kindergarten. 

I suggested she go to Wal- 
Mart and pick up preschool 
workbooks (no more than 
$10), crayons and pencils 
and go play with her daugh- 
ter. She was already a stay- 
at-home mom. 

My experience has been 
that parents who invest time 
and energy into the pre- 
school years, have children 
that can compete both so- 
cially and academically with 
children raised in daycares. 


Sharon Peters 
Morden, MB 


If the government were to 
cut our obscene level of tax- 
ation, many more parents 
could afford to stay at home 


and be able to look after 
their own children. 

If you want to see govern- 
ment run daycare systems 
gone haywire, just pay a vis- 
it to England and see what a 
nanny state the Labour gov- 
ernment has created. 

I taught in two private- 
ly run daycare centers and 
worked as a kindergarten 
teacher for two years before 
my retirement. I have seen 
childhood development from 
both school and home. My 
conclusion: make it easi- 
er for a parent to stay home 
and ease the strain on the 
budget. Send the “experts” 
to see the British system and 
weep. 

Teresa Orton 
Calgary, AB 


Speaking of absurd 
wastes of funds, how about 
the money the CTF wastes 
on its investigation of grants 
for research in social scienc- 
es and humanities? 

How much can you tell 
about a project just by its ti- 
tle? And, in any case, what 
is “absurd” about investigat- 
ing subcultures, foreign cul- 
tures and historical events 
remote from our own times? 
Every year, these are the top- 
ics that the CTF singles out, 
but it’s the CTF that ends up 
looking ridiculous. 

Doug Bailie 
Edmonton, AB 


Thank-you Taxpayers 
I am writing to thank your 
organization for represent- 
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ing millions of hard work- 
ing taxpaying citizens. You 
make it possible for peo- 
ple such as myself, unable 
to work, to receive disability 
benefits, health care, subsi- 
dized housing and other as- 
sistance! 

Noisy special interest 
groups demand your money 
without a care in the world 
and then become angry at 
“right wing meanies” who 
have the nerve to ask for ac- 
countability. 

We on long-term disabil- 
ity recently noticed a $70 
per month increase (which 
is quite a lot). The social- 
ists, who I once voted for, 
did nothing to help the dis- 
abled in British Columbia 
(except fund special inter- 
est groups that do not even 
work with us). I be- 
lieve the NDP gave 
us a whopping $15 
increase, twice. 
Wow! 

But this letter is 
not written to be po- 
litical, but to be full 
of praise for those 
of you who are 
working and pay- 
ing your dues (and 
then some) to soci- 
ety. You don't break 
the law, demand le- 
galized drugs to 
abuse, or take any- 
more than you give. 
So keep working for 
fiscal accountability 
So we may both not 
end our days living 
under the bridge. I 
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actually thank God when it 
is cheque day for the taxpay- 
ers who have provided the 
money to pay my bills and 
buy my food. Thank-you! 


Kimberly Renee Oliver 
Vancouver, BC 


Who Pays the freight? 

I am incensed at the wag- 
es of people on public pay- 
rolls. There ought to be a 
law that no one on public 
payroll should receive any 
increase beyond cost of liv- 
ing adjustments, until the 
combined federal and pro- 
vincial debt is retired. 

Government employees 
do not get paid on what they 
accomplish. They get paid 
based on the size and influ- 
ence of their empire. 

That they end up earning 
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more than the people paying 
taxes is ludicrous. 


Roger Mawdsley 
Abbotsford, BC 


Dousing the Fire 

Out of 100 people, how 
many have the energy, tal- 
ent and courage to start and 
run a business? Is business 
— and the wealth and jobs 
they create — a vital resource 
to Canada? Then why is 
the Canada Revenue Agency 
so ready to recklessly tear 
down businesses because of 
simple errors in preparing 
taxes? 

This is a destructive 
waste. People are emotion- 
al creatures. Businesses are 
built on people having am- 
bition and fire in the belly. 
The government — specifical- 

ly CRA - is very good 
at extinguishing that 
fire. Business has 
become a casualty. 


Robert Brunetta 
Maple Ridge, BC 


Keep up the Good 


Work! 

Thank God we 
have the CTF pre- 
pared to say it as it 
is. As a supporter of 
the CTF we are sat- 
isfied with the excel- 
lent job you are do- 
ing! Please, nev- 
er let up when there 
is an opportunity to 
be able to correct a 
wrong in our system. 


Marlow household. 
Edmonton, AB 
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Medicinal tattoos 

Correctional Services Canada (CSC) will 
spend $3.7 million over six years setting up tat- 
too parlours in six federal pens. In what is de- 
scribed as a trial program, inmates can pur- 
chase a two hour tattoo session for just $5. 

CSC is trying to slip the program into the 
prison system under the guise of a health care 
initiative. CSC claims that by sharing needles 
used in tattooing, inmates could pick up dis- 
eases. However, those in the know, point out 
that HIV and hepatitis are spread by inmate sex 
and drug use, not tattoos. The feds plan to use 
prisoners to do the tattooing and will pay them 
$6 an hour. No indication if a pension plan 
comes with the job. 

There was strong reaction to the announce- 
ment. The union representing prison guards 
stated that the program will essentially issue 
taxpayer-subsidized weapons to inmates. Over 
the last 8 years, 167 guards have been stabbed 
with needles. Needles are also routinely used as 
weapons in attacks against other inmates. 

In addition, the union pointed out that many 
gangs use tattoos as identification badges and 
could actually hinder an inmate’s integration 
back into society once released. 

Tattoos can also symbolize a number of 
other unsavoury activities. Double lightning 
strikes, for example, can indicate that an in- 
mate initiated a violent attack against a minor- 
ity prisoner. Other tattoos, such as “101%” and 
the swastika, symbolize white pride. 

In January 2002, Correctional 
Services Canada paid $6,500 so 
Darren Lee Letourneau could 
have a large tattoo of a Nazi 
flag removed from his stom- 
ach. Letourneau request- 
ed the expenditure as part 
of his effort to “rehabilitate 
himself.” 

Only in Canada, would 
taxpayers pay to put 
them on and then pay 
again to take them off. 


It’s party time in 
Paris... 


If the trial program is implemented in all fed- 
eral pens, as is expected, it will cost taxpayers 
upwards to $3 million a year. 

With files from CBC, National Post, The Taxpayer, 
Toronto Sun, www.convictsandcops.com / The Union of 
Canadian Correctional Officers 


Gag law hits Rideau Hall... 

Jeremy Patfield, along with fellow students 
from his grade eight class at John Dryden Pub- 
lic School in Whitby, Ontario were touring Ride- 
au Hall, the official residence of Canada’s Gov- 
ernor General—- the free spending Adrienne 
Clarkson. 

In the middle of their walk-about, the tour 
was unexpectedly brought to an end and the 
whole class unceremoniously booted out of 
Clarkson's home. 

What brought on this sudden exit? Well, dur- 
ing the tour, Jeremy—pointing to Adrienne 
Clarkson who was standing nearby—said “Is 
that the lady who spends the money on the 
Queen when she comes?” 

Though Clarkson never heard the comments, 
the tour guide did and immediately punished 
the whole group by expelling them from the 
grounds. 

Unfortunately, Jeremy’s problems didn’t stop 
there. His teachers told him they would not al- 
low him to mix with the students back at the 
hotel and forced him to sit in a teacher’s room 
and read newspapers. He was also threatened 
with a three day suspension from school. 

Jeremy—who said he had heard about 
Clarkson’s reputation on 

TV—has since ex- 
pressed re- 
morse for his 

actions. But 

he did won- 
der why he was 
punished for 
expressing his 
opinion? Jere- 
my added that this 
wasn't even his 
worst comment. 
At one point during 
the tour, he saw the 
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extravagant furniture and said, “Oh, so, wow, 
this is our tax dollars at work.” It’s fortunate 
the tour guide never heard that comment, as 
Jeremy might have had to finish off his school 
term in prison. 

To her credit, when Adrienne Clarkson heard 
what had happened to Jeremy, she called and 
apologized. 

with files from the Globe and Mail / National Post 


Bumbling Bobbies 

On her way to work, Sara McCaffery—a 
nursery nurse from Northumbria, England— 
grabbed a small apple to eat on the way. 

In England, it is illegal to drive while holding 
something in your hand. While on her trip, a po- 
lice constable (PC) noticed that Ms.. McCaffery 
had something in her hand and pulled her over. 
Seeing a half eaten apple, the PC issued a ticket. 

Ms. McCaffery, who had not been speeding 
or driving erratically, decided to fight the charge 
because the apple was small enough that she 
could still grip the wheel of her car. 

When the police found out about her plans to 
plead not guilty, they paid for an airplane to fly 
over Ms. McCaffery’s route in order to take pho- 
tos of various locations. They then sent a heli- 
copter out to film McCaffery’s journey and final- 
ly ordered a PC to drive the route and video Mc- 
Caffery’s trip from a ground perspective. 

With a helicopter running at about 500 
pounds an hour ($1,100 CDN), it is estimated 
the police spent $22,000 CDN to prosecute the 
case. In the end, Ms McCaffery was found guilty 
and ordered to pay a fine of $350 CDN. 

With files from The Times (London, England). 


Parlez vous English? 

The federal government provided a $65,465 
grant to a French association in Saskatchewan 
so that it could attract more French speaking 
immigrants to that province. The Assemblee 
Communautaire Fransaskoise (ACF) will use the 
money provided by Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada to set up a website, produce printed 
materials and hold information sessions over- 
seas promoting the province. 

The ACF recently held sessions in the French 
speaking African nations of Tunisia and Cam- 


eroon, where apparently, some interest was 
shown in immigrating to Saskatchewan. Howev- 
er, with only 2% of Saskatchewan's population 
considered francophone, any French-speaking 
immigrants will have to know English to sur- 
vive. 

With files from the Regina LeaderPost 


A Lucrative Business 

The CTF recently obtained information 
through Access to Information and Privacy 
(ATIP) on public opinion polling at the Depart- 
ment of Finance between 1998 and July 2004. 

Last year, Canada’s Auditor General (AG) au- 
dited the $50 million Ottawa spent on polling 
contracts over the previous two year period. The 
AG discovered that a portion of the polls were 
used to monitor voting behaviour and the Lib- 
eral party’s image. In addition, approximately 
14 per cent of public opinion surveys were not 
made public. Both these practices violate gov- 
ernment guidelines. 

The CTF, using ATIP discovered that over 
six years, the Department of Finance approved 
$6.5-million in opinion polling, and paid out 
more than $4.9-million for these services. A 
total of ten firms were hired, with Ekos Re- 
search receiving the lion’s share of con- 
tracts worth $3.4-million. Dur- 
ing Prime Minister Paul Mar- 
tin’s tenure as minister of fi- 
nance, contracts worth $4.5- 
million were paid out to 
polling firms. At least 
$550,000 worth of pre- 
and post-budget surveys 
were conducted during 
the prime minister’s time 
as finance minister. 

With files from the CTF 


The seamier side 
of waste 

The Canadian Tel- 
evision Fund—with 
an annual budget of 


Clowning around 
with your tax dollars 
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$230 million—provides financial assistance to 

Canadian television production. According to 

its website, the fund is to “reflect Canada to Ca- 

nadians.” 

The fund receives the bulk of its money from 
the federal government—$77 million from Ca- 
nadian Heritage and $45 million from Telefilm 
Canada. The rest comes via forced contribu- 
tions from cable and satellite consumers. 

So what type of TV programs and documen- 
taries does the fund subsidize? 

One of the latest ventures to receive assist- 
ance is a documentary entitled “Penis Demen- 
tia: The Search for the Perfect Penis.” The film 
is being produced by Markham Street Films 
and is scheduled for release this spring. The 
producers placed ads in papers asking for 
male volunteers stating: “no pay, but lots of ex- 
posure.” This documentary received $133,750 
in grants from the Canadian Television Fund. 
Obviously, the fund has a unique perspective 
on what it means to “reflect Canada to Canadi- 
ans,” 

Over the years, the fund has provided subsi- 
dies to a number of similar TV programs: 

* a $2.3 million grant to “G-Spot,” a TV series 
which follows the sexual antics of a “one time 
acting prodigy;” 

* a $1.4 million subsidy went to “Naked Josh,” 

a TV series about a “sexual anthropolo- 
gist;” 

¢ a $2.1 million handout helped pro- 
duce “Show Me Yours” a 

TV series about a male bi- : 

ologist and female psy- a 

chologist who are co- a 
authoring a book on 

sexual behaviour; 

¢ Mystique Films 

of Vancouver re- 


ceived $70,000 to produce a one hour doc- 
umentary entitled “Naked,” showcasing the 
World Naked Bike Ride, where participants 
ride bicycles fully or partially naked; 

* Other TV series to receive funding included: 
‘Jardin d’Eve” a 13 part documentary explor- 
ing the sexual fantasies of women and “Kink,” 
a TV documentary series which follows “the 
daily and nightly lives of characters such as 
Onyx, who enjoys pain, David, a member 
of the Vancouver Association of Sado Maso- 
chism, and Sandra, a dominatrix.” 


With files from the National Post / Canadian 
Television Fund 


Paid vacations? 

A couple of new positions recently opened up 
in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Inter- 
national Trade. The jobs involve interior design 
and pay between $59,345 and $67,784 a year, 
plus a lucrative pension and benefits package. 
The successful applicants will join an eight-man 
interior design team that redesigns the offic- 
es and homes of our diplomatic core. This in- 
cludes trade offices, high commissions, consu- 
lates, official residences, and chancelleries. 

The individuals must be free to travel abroad 
several times a year and spend between two to 
five weeks on each trip—all at taxpayers’ ex- 
pense of course. Some of their job responsi- 
bilities include coordinating “colors, finishes 
and materials.” That's why we pay them the big 
bucks—everything has to match. 

Diplomatic offices are routinely remodelled 
once every 10 years and diplomatic residences 
once every eight. 


With files from the National Post, / Public Service 
Commission of Canada 


Painting Paris RED 
Claude Laverdure was original- 
ly sent to Paris to serve as Canada’s 
Ambassador, but he seems to 
have turned into the quin- 
tessential party animal. 
Laverdure served as 


The Taj Mahal of 
affordable health care. 
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former Prime Minister Chretien’s senior foreign 
policy advisor, and just prior to Chretien’s de- 
parture in 2003, was sent to France. 

In his first full year as ambassador, Laver- 
dure spent over $200,000 on entertainment and 
hospitality. Based on a generous 200 working- 
day schedule, that’s the equivalent of spending 
$1,000 on food and wine and other Parisian de- 
lights each day. 

Laverdure’s expense claim for 2004 made 
Canada’s other foreign ambassadors look like 
amateurs when it came to living it up. In fact, 
Laverdure’s hospitality tab was more than dou- 
bled his closest rival—Michael Kergin, Canada’s 
ambassador to Washington—who only spent 
$83,466.92. Holding third place, at a respecta- 
ble $61,259, was Canada’s ambassador to Lon- 
don, Mel Cappe, 

To achieve his coveted gold place finish, Lav- 
erdure held some fine bashes at the Canadian 
embassy. The biggest event of the year involved 
the Canada Day celebration. The three hour ex- 
travaganza— which saw 850 people attend the 
open house event—cost taxpayers $27,000. 

The second largest affair on Laverdure’s so- 
cial calendar was a November 23 party to cele- 
brate Canada’s public policies. Yes, it must be 
tough to fit in your ambassadorial duties be- 
tween the parties. The solution is to turn your 
bashes into official duties. This event was at- 
tended by 200 people and cost taxpayers 
$13,997. 

Other soirees included a June 6 gathering, 
described as a “cocktail advocacy of Canada’s 
public policy.” Over 300 people attended this 
bash which cost taxpayers $7,999.20. The very 
next day, Laverdure held another get together at 
a cost of $6,423.69. It was a bit of a hangover 
event from the previous day as it was yet anoth- 
er reception “to advocate Canada’s public poli- 
cy.” 

* With files from the National Post 


Does anybody care? 
The Canadian $20 bill is considered the 


workhorse of the Canadian economy, making up 


over half the notes in circulation. This past year, 
the Bank of Canada introduced another ‘new 
and improved’ version of the $20 bill, intended 


yet again, to thwart counterfeiters. 

This new bill is packed full of funky securi- 
ty features such as watermarks and a metallic 
holographic stripe. When the bank announced 
in August of last year that the new bill would be 
released at the end of September 2004, nobody 
seemed to care. A September poll by the bank 
showed that only 45% of people knew the new 
bill would be released in September and that 
only 12% could describe any of the bill’s securi- 
ty features. 

This news sent the Bank of Canada into pan- 
ic mode. It decided to spend $1.1 million tell- 
ing Canadians a new $20 bill would be kicking 
out of ATM machines in a matter of days. This 
included spending $650,000 on paid advertis- 
ing and the remainder on stickers for cash ma- 
chines. 

When asked why they spent taxpayers’ mon- 
ey on an advertising blitz, a Bank of Cana- 
da spokesman explained, “there’s no point in 
putting [new bills] out ... if you don't give the us- 
ers the instruction manual.” 

Maybe it would have been cheaper to simply 
stick any necessary instructions in fine print 
on the note itself? “Put $20 bill firmly in right 
hand, give to sales clerk, wait for change.” 

A week after the new $20 bill was released, 
the Bank of Canada conducted another poll and 
found to its amazement that 72% of Canadians 
were suddenly aware that there was a new $20 
note floating around and 56% could describe 
one of its new security features. 

Of course, all this poll really told the bank 
is that by this time 
most Canadians 
had seen the 
new bill. What 
the bank 
should have 


MPs sneak 
through another 
office budget increase. 
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asked is, did you see us waste $1.1 million on 
advertising? 

There was no indication of how many tax dol- 
lars the Bank of Canada wasted on pointless 
polling. 

With files from the Globe and Mail 


Health care priorities 

A report, released earlier this year, reveals 
that Ottawa spends, per capita, $6,500 a year 
providing health care for prisoners—in total, 
nearly $81.5 million. 

In contrast, provincial governments spend 
substantially less. In Ontario, for exam- 
ple, the government spends $2,495 a year on 
health care per individual. In Saskatchewan 
it’s $2,667, Alberta spends $2,657, Manitoba 
$2,745 and British Columbia is $2,640. Well, 
you get the picture. 
With files from www.taxpayer.com / Vancouver Province 


Taj Mahals for health care? 

Despite a $200-million bailout and a new 
health tax, Ontario hospitals will still operate 
$440 million in the red. The Ontario Hospital 
Association stated that 8,700 workers—includ- 
ing 2,000 nurses— may have to be laid off to 
balance the books. 

Part of the problem can be attributed to out- 
of-control spending in the area of new hospi- 
tal construction. The regional hospital recent- 
ly constructed in Sudbury, cost taxpayers $316 
million, double its original estimate. The same 
thing happened during the construction of the 
new Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences 
Centre which opened on February 22, 2004. At 
$284 million, its costs were also double 
the original estimate. 

Because of the huge cost 
overrun for the Thun- 
der Bay project, the 
Ontario government or- 
dered an investigation 
to find out what hap- 
pened. In their report re- 
leased last fall, PRISM Consult- 


Why are taxpayers subsidizing the 
production of soft-core porn? 


ants cited a number of issues. At the top of the 
list was 2,800 design changes which were ap- 
proved with little or no accounting. This includ- 
ed spending an additional $300,000 to upgrade 
the Terrazzo flooring, so it would include a “fish 
and rock” theme. 

The report also said that tenders for con- 
struction were sent out before the actual design 
was completed and that the project was a year 
behind schedule. PRISM suggested that with 
proper oversight, the hospital could have been 
constructed for as little as a $180 million—a 
savings of over $100 million. 

With files from the National Post 


MPs pull a fast one 

Hoping no one was watching, federal MPs 
dipped into the taxpayer piggy bank to increase 
their office budgets by $2.5 million. MPs had 
just increased their yearly office budget—which 
works out to $293,000 a piece—by 10% just 
two months earlier. Reflecting either brazen au- 
dacity or cunning ingenuity, MPs’ struck again, 
thinking no one would expect a second increase 
so quickly on the heels of the first. 

The federal politicians used the all-party 
Board of Internal Economy to sneak the raise 
through. There was no public debate and all the 
parties were onside with the increase. 

Instead of increasing their own budgets, the 
politicians slyly hiked the budget for the Speak- 
er’s Office. They then inserted a provision al- 
lowing MPs to funnel their telecommunications 
bills—which work out to about 

$8,000 a piece— through the 

Speaker’s Office. They fol- 
lowed the same pattern, 
when MPs decided they 
should get an additional 
$5,000 a year to purchase 
new constituency office 
equipment. 

In addition, MPs de- 
cided that taxpayers 
should pick up the 
tab for phone lines, ca- 
ble TV, parking and heat- 
ing costs for their Ottawa 
residences. This is over 


Jhaste \N&S 


and above the $20,000 accommodation budg- 
et MPs already receive. The logic behind this de- 
cision was that these services are provided to 
MPs who choose to rent hotel rooms in Otta- 
wa while the House sits. Therefore, remaining 
MPs who rent apartments should receive simi- 
lar benefits. 

With files from the Montreal Gazette 


How come nobody is laughing? 

It was so bad that even the federal NDP criti- 
cized the grant calling it “absurd.” 

Over the past two years, the federal depart- 
ment of Canadian Heritage gave $1 million to 
the National Circus School—a Montreal-based 
circus training school. 

The school offers a variety of programs, in- 
cluding a three year Diploma of Collegial Stud- 
ies in Circus Arts. 

Through this program and others, the school 
provides a well-rounded circus education cov- 
ering such vital circus curriculum as: philos- 
ophy and rationality; history: general, Quebec 
and Canada; home economics; geography: gen- 
eral, Quebec and Canada; circus history I and 
II; French as a second language I and II; and of 
course that all-time circus favourite, philosophy 
and ethics. 

They even throw in some actual circus cours- 
es covering such areas as: clowning arts; music 
and rhythm; juggling; foot juggling; the Russian 
bar; unicycle; Roman rings; the ball; the tight 
wire; the slack wire; Rola Bola; and aerial aero- 
batics. 

According to the school’s website, the cours- 
es are intended “to produce professional cir- 
cus artists.” This runs the full gamut from cir- 
cus clowns to 
trapeze artists. 
But in reality, 
the school is 
a major feed- 
er for the high- 
ly successful 
and profitable 
Cirque de So- 
leil. 

CTF Re- 
search Direc- 


tor Bruce Winchester when asked to comment 
on the handout by the Edmonton Sun said, “I 
think a lot of taxpayers would wonder why their 
dollars are going to a circus training school. 
People think there’s enough of a circus going on 
in the House of Commons—why would we need 
to train more people for that profession?” 

With files from the CTF / Edmonton Sun/ National 

Circus School 


Martha’s jail? 

If one didn’t know better, you would think 
Martha Stewart served her time in Canada. Now 
we learn taxpayers are subsidizing beauty treat- 
ments for women at the Nova Institution—Nova 
Scotia’s only women’s prison. This federal pen 
is home to some of Canada’s most notorious 
women inmates including Lee Anne Young who 
helped murder a Sackville school girl, Kristy 
Salter, nearly ten years ago. 

Located near Truro, the pen offers a number 
of beauty services to its 42 women inmates in- 
cluding, perms, colouring, tinting, highlights, 
waxing, bleaching, haircuts, shampooing and 
blow drying—at heavily subsidized rates . 

Each prisoner is provided a free haircut, in- 
cluding a shampoo and blow dry twice a year. 
The prison is charged $22 for each hair cut. To- 
tal tab: $3,000 in the last eight months. 

Though inmates pay for additional services, 
it’s only a nominal fee. For example, the institu- 
tion charges inmates $13 for hair colouring or 
tinting, while the prison’s actual cost is $30. 

The prison defends this subsidy arguing that 
hair treatments “rejuvenate” the inmates. 

The Nova Institution was constructed in 1994 
“to accommodate Correctional Service of Cana- 
= da’s Green Plan initiative.” Yes, it 

a was constructed to help Correc- 
tions Canada meet its carbon di- 
oxide reduction targets. Foolish 
us, here we thought the feds con- 
structed a hair salon. 

With files from Natural Resources 


Canada / the National Post / The Daily 
News 


Careful what you say at Rideau 
Hall... 
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Lost logo, lost money 
The ongoing Gomery inquiry into the Liber- 

al’s sponsorship scandal discovered the Liber- 

als spent $620,000 to have a logo designed for 
the Canada Information Office (CIO). Created in 

1996, CIO functions as the lead propaganda of- 

fice to convince Quebecers they should stay in 

Canada. The name of the agency was changed 

to Communications Canada in 2001. 

The work on the logo was divided between 
many of the ad agencies deep in the Liberal pa- 
tronage trough. This included Groupe Everest 
that received $200,000 for its work and BCP 
which received $150,000. Three other ad agen- 
cies, Compass, Vickers and Benson, and Palm- 
er Jarvis received $50,000 for their contribu- 
tions in developing the new logo. 

In addition, Ottawa spent another $120,000 
on a series of focus groups handled by Environ- 
ics and Createc to find out if anyone liked the 
logo. 

But don’t ask anyone what the new logo looks 
like. Four years later, no one can track it down. 
Other inquiry revelations include: 
¢ In 1998-99, the spon- 

sorship program paid ¥ 

$400,000 to the Mon- (i 

treal Canadiens, so Ot- 

tawa could hang ban- 
ners in their arena. 
$105,362 of this went 
to the rental of a luxu- 
ry suite for the hockey 
season. There was no 
indication of who used 
the suite; 

° With the Liberals des- 
perately needing to call 
an election and the 
sponsorship scandal 
in full bloom, Prime 
Minister Paul Mar- 
tin had taxpayers pay 
$127,223 to GPC Can- 
ada to conduct a poll 
on how the govern- 
ment could best defuse 
criticism surrounding 
the scandal; and 


¢ Jean Pelletier, Jean Chretien’s Chief of Staff, 

told the inquiry that nearly $60,000 was 
spent to buy 480 ties with maple leafs im- 
printed on them. These high quality ties cost 
taxpayers $125 a piece and included over 
$8,200 in commission fees. The ties were 
handed out to visiting foreign dignitaries. Mr. 
Chretien provided no explanation on how this 
‘saved Canada from separation.’ 

With files from the National Post / Globe and Mail 


Credibility lost, incompetence found 

According to an audit of spending practic- 
es at the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA)—which 
as Canada’s tax collection agency requires busi- 
nesses to follow strict accounting practices— 
senior bureaucrats in the department routinely 
broke rules when making purchases. The rea- 
son these bureaucrats broke regulations was 
because they are too cumbersome. 

The CRA spends approximately $400 million 
each year purchasing goods and services. In a 
sample audit conducted on CRA purchases, au- 
ditors discovered serious problems in 180 of 
321 randomly selected cases. These included: 

° Missing key documents—including 
final contracts; 

° Individuals approving or signing 
off on contracts who had no authori- 
ty to do so. In other instances, signa- 
tures were missing altogether; 

° In 22 instances contracts were 
only signed after the goods or servic- 
es were delivered; 

¢ In 10 cases, managers manipu- 
lated tenders to ensure that certain 
groups received the contract; and 

° Files for 18 contracts—valued at 
over $175,000—were completely 
missing, 

The problem was so wide spread 
that the auditors stated it, “may re- 
sult in a loss of credibility and public 
trust for the agency as a whole.” 

With files from www.canoe.ca/ 


Ottawa’s latest health initiative— 
tattoos 
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A tale 
of two 


by Adrienne 
Batra & Tasha 
Kheiriddin 
emem- 
ber what 
our par- 
ents said on allowance day? 
“You'll have to live on what 
we give you.” Too bad our 
nanny state politicians of the 
modern era can’t abide by the 
same simple wisdom. Expec- 
tations of controlled spend- 
ing, debt repayment and af- 
fordable taxes are contin- 
uously denied with the 
same tired and politi- 


axpayer 


cally driven excuses. 

During the tax-and-spend 
years of the 1980s and early 
1990s, governments across 
the country overspent and 
debts ballooned to obscene 
levels. But thanks to tax- 
payers and a handful of re- 
sponsible politicians, times 
changed. Governments 

across the land be- 
gan to balance their 
books and some 
provinces went 
one step further 
by implementing 
taxpayer protec- 
tion laws. 
Two of those 
trail-blazing 


rotection 


acts 


provinces were Manitoba and 
Ontario. Each passed com- 
mendable laws that set-out 
to — and for a period success- 
fully did — protect taxpayers. 
But with the passage of time, 
politicians, different from the 
ones who implemented these 
laws, eroded their spirit and 
intent. 


Manitoba 

Enacted in 1995, Manito- 
ba’s Taxpayer Protection Act 
(TPA) was, at the time, the 


@@When your CTF took the premier 
and finance minister to Ontario Supe- 


rior Court over the new tax, the judge 
ruled that the government is free to 
exempt any tax from application of the 
TPA. The statute does not prescribe 
the method of its amendment and is 
not constitutionally entrenched, unlike 
many similar laws in the United States. 
As a result of the court rul- 


ing, the TPA is meaning- 
less unless changes 

are made to give it 
more teeth. 9® 
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most effective and 
comprehensive law 
protecting taxpay- 
ers in the country. It 
metes out stiff pen- 
alties to politicians 
who incur deficits, 
by docking the pay 
of provincial cabinet 
ministers 20 per- 
cent if a deficit is in- 
curred in one year, 
and 40 percent if a deficit 

is carried over two or more 
years. 

But there’s a catch: the act 
only covers the government's 
operating fund. According to 
Manitoba’s provincial audi- 
tor this has allowed the prov- 
ince to incur three consecu- 
tive deficits, yet comply with 
the TPA. Although the De- 
partment of Finance posted a 
$13-million surplus last year, 
in reality, the province in- 
curred a $604-million deficit! 

Here is what happens: the 
government prepares two 
sets of financial statements, 
but only publicizes the one 
with a positive balance, a 
practice the auditor general 
has condemned as “mislead- 
ing by omission.” The au- 
ditor’s latest report clearly 
shows the need for the prov- 
ince to move to Generally Ac- 
cepted Accounting Princi- 
ples (GAAP) which would re- 
quire inclusion of everything 
from the operating budget to 
crown corporation expenses. 
This would provide taxpayers 
with transparency. 

There are those that cor- 
rectly point out that cir- 
cumstances may not allow 
a government to balance the 


@@ But there’s a catch: the act only covers 
the government's operating fund. Accord- 
ing to Manitoba’s provincial auditor this has 
allowed the province to incur three consec- 
utive deficits, yet comply with the TPA. Al- 
though the Department of Finance posted a 
$13-million surplus last year, in reality, the 
province incurred a $604-million deficit! 9® 


books. They suggest that 
balanced budget laws restrict 
a government's ability to gov- 
ern. But Manitoba's act takes 
these concerns into consider- 
ation as there are three pro- 
visions that allow for deficits: 
natural disasters; war or the 
apprehension of war; anda 
reduction in revenue by five 
percent or more in the fis- 
cal year that does not stem 


from a change in 
Manitoba’s taxa- 
tion laws. 


Ontario 

In Ontario, the 
situation is even 
worse. In its 
2004 budget, the 
government re- 
pealed the prov- 
ince’s Balanced Budget Act 
which penalized cabinet min- 
isters for running deficits. It 
replaced the legislation with 
the so-called Fiscal Account- 
ability and Transparency 
Act, which allows the finance 
minister to present excuses 
instead of a balanced budg- 
et. And, after signing a CTF 
election pledge not to incur 
a deficit or raise taxes in the 


Road to Growth 


Written by Fred McMahon of the Atlantic Institute for Market Studies, 
this intriguing book analyses the dramatic economic turn arounds 
experienced by the countries of Ireland and Holland. 

Though these two economies were vastly 


different, McMahon discovers that they 
did many of the same things 
to turn their depressed 
economies around. This means 
that many of the principles can 
be transferred to other 
economies. 

He also examines what forces 
worked to destroy these economies in 
the first place. 


$15.00 


Plus shipping and handling 


20% off for CTF supporters 


Please use the order form located on the back cover of The Taxpayer 


14 


- TAXPAYER - PROTECTION - 


absence of a referendum, the 
government also introduced a 
new health tax without a ref- 
erendum, in direct violation 
of the Taxpayer Protection 
Act (TPA), That law, enact- 
ed in 1999 thanks to years of 
advocacy by your CTF, man- 
dates a referendum before a 
tax is increased or a new tax 
introduced. 
When your 
CTF took 
the pre- 


non-compliance. But not un- 
like the child unsatisfied with 
his allowance who then robs 
his mother’s wallet, sneaky 
and weaselly politicians will 
always find ways to skirt 

the spirit and intent of good 
laws. 

One change is to constitu- 
tionalize these laws as they 
do in many US states. A sim- 

ple vote in the legisla- 


ble that taxpayers—who hand 
half their earnings over to 
politicians—can participate 
in democracy once every four 
or five years and then are rel- 
egated to spectator status for 
the rest of the time. In On- 
tario, the CTF has spoken 

in favour of a private mem- 
ber’s bill brought by Opposi- 
tion MPP Jim Flaherty which 


@@ One change is to con- 
stitutionalize 


mier and = 
finesaice , these laws as 
minis- ot‘ they do in 
ter to many US 
Ontario states. A 
aa ene simple vote 
CS Official: Poy... “lan based o ' in the legis- 
pea ~ampaign progicians can break later were t Deitiend lature should 
new tax, ty Mises with ima Teached contra, out 
the judge Ontario 5 A- govern ee 0 not be enough 
ruled that to change impor- 
the govern- tant laws. Amend- 


ment is free to 
exempt any tax 
from application 
of the TPA. The 
statute does not pre- 
scribe the method of its 
amendment and is not con- 
stitutionally entrenched, un- 
like many similar laws in the 
United States. As a result of 
the court ruling, the TPA is 
meaningless unless chang- 
es are made to give it more 
teeth. 


Giving TPA’s some 
teeth 

Taxpayer protection laws 
are important. They require 
a referendum before taxes 
can be raised, make balanced 
budgets the law and finan- 
cially penalize politicians for 


enough to 
change important laws. 
Amending these laws should 
require a referendum or, at 
minimum, a super-majority 
vote of two-thirds or more in 
a legislature. Moreover, bal- 
anced budgets must include 
government as a whole, not 
just one account that govern- 
ment can conveniently take 
things out of to placate phony 
public compliance of a popu- 
lar law. 

Another important change 
is recall legislation that al- 
lows voters and taxpayers to 
fire their politicians between 
elections. It’s not accepta- 
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ing these laws should 
require a referen- 


dum...99 


would allow citizens to recall 
politicians when they break 
their promises, the law, or 
both. 

Taxpayers need stronger 
protection against tax-and- 
spend governments. Last 
year, government spending 
in both Ontario and Manito- 
ba increased by over five per- 
cent, and continues unabat- 
ed. Taxpayer protection laws 
are taxpayers’ first line of de- 
fence against government 
waste and runaway spend- 
ing. They are worth strength- 
ening. They are worth fight- 
ing for.= 


of access to 


government information 


the federal Quebec 

sponsorship and 
government adver- 
tising scandal, Cana- 
dian taxpayers have 
become alarmingly 
aware of gaping holes 
in our right to access 
public information 
from government. 

Those “inside Ottawa’ al- 
ready know the many short- 
comings of the federal Access 
to Information and Protec- 
tion of Privacy Act (ATIP). Two 
years ago, a backbench parlia- 
mentary committee—with no 
standing or real power —stud- 
ied the act and concluded that 
an increasingly large swath of 
government activity is taking 
place outside its purview. 

Worse. Even parliamen- 
tarians themselves are fall- 
ing outside the act. In April 
2002 Canada’s auditor general 
(AG) released a scathing report 
on 15 federally funded foun- 
dations. The AG noted that 


[: the fallout from 


by Bruce 
Winchester 


National Research Director 


of the of $9 billion 
transferred to these 
foundations, at least 
$7 billion of it is sit- 
ting in accounts that 
no one in the gov- 
ernment of Canada 
can access. 

Oversight of tax 
dollars aside, any 
resemblance of open and 
transparent government as 
commendably envisioned by 
the ATIP Act is simply disap- 
pearing. 


ATIP - yesterday and 
today 

Canada’s federal govern- 
ment is ripe for an ATIP over- 
haul. The act is twenty years 
old. When ATIP was intro- 
duced in 1985, the notion of 
giving citizens access to in- 
formation was relatively new. 
Many in the bureaucracy, and 
a few politicos, were concerned 
that the new act would make 
matters very difficult for gov- 
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ernment secrecy -- which was 
precisely the idea! 


The purpose of this 

Act is to extend the 
present laws of Canada 
to provide a right of 
access to information 

in records under the 
control of a government 
institution in accordance 
with the principles that 
government information 
should be available to 
the public, that necessary 
exceptions to that right 
of access should be 
limited and specific and 
that decisions on the 
disclosure of government 
information should be 
reviewed independently of 
government. -- Access to 
Information Act — 1985 


Over the past twenty years 
a great deal of information has 
been disclosed, but far more 
has been locked away from 
public scrutiny as a result of 
the act’s allowance of “neces- 


The Dimming Light of acces 


sary exemptions”. 


The ATIP Process 

With a written request and a 
$5 cheque, any Canadian can 
get access to information about 
government grants and contri- 
butions in their home town; an 
accounting of government trav- 
el and hospitality expenses; 
and even find out more about 
how a policy decision was 
reached. 

The act was designed to be 
a tool for citizens to have rela- 
tively unfettered access to in- 
formation held and collect- 
ed by government. And while 
that, to some extent, has to 
be balanced to protect priva- 
cy and some degree of govern- 
ment confidentiality, the pen- 
dulum has swung so far in the 
direction of broad exemptions 
the act has become all but im- 
potent. 


The Right to Privacy 

Perhaps the broadest ex- 
emptions arise out of the pri- 
vacy provisions of the act. For 
good reason, our personal in- 
formation is not disclosed. So, 
if you are worried the govern- 
ment's “big file” on you can be 
released, relax. They are re- 
quired to ask your permis- 
sion before they release any of 
it, and in most cases, they will 
refuse to release personal in- 
formation at all. That means 
your tax files, information you 
provide to Statistics Canada, 
and so on cannot not be re- 
leased. That’s not very objec- 
tionable — but it does mean 
that neither Statistics Canada 
or the Canada Revenue Agen- 
cy releases much in the way of 
information through ATIP re- 
quests. 


2 
No Right to ete 
Third Party 
Information 
Closely related to the 


personal privacy provi- { 
sions, is something called 
third party information. 
These are defined under 
section 20 of the act 
which is specific in ex- 
empting any 
informa- 
tion that 
includes 
trade se- 
crets, fi- 
nancial, 
commer- 
cial or sci- 
entific in- 
formation 
provided 
confiden- 
tially, ma- 
terial that 
might damage 
the position of the 
third party, and informa- 
tion that might hamper any 
contractual negotiations. 


If you asked for a drug com- 
pany’s secret chemical formu- 
la submitted for approval as 
a new medical treatment you 
will be refused. To a point, 
this kind of exemption makes 
sense — but as our federal gov- 
ernment signs more contracts 
with third parties (companies, 
non-governmental organiza- 
tions, charities and so on) in- 
creasing volumes of govern- 
ment information is not being 
released to the public. 

Your CTF frequently runs 
into this brick wall. When ask- 
ing for information about indi- 
vidual corporate welfare con- 
tracts between businesses and 
government, the CTF is re- 
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Hi quently runs into this brick 


Ee a 


@@ Your CTF fre- 


wall. When asking for in- 
formation about individual 
corporate welfare con- 
tracts between business- 
es and government, 
po __ the CTF is re- 
io} 1 fused infor- 


mation. @® 


fused infor- 
mation about 
contractual 
obligations 
and informa- 
tion related 
to the gov- 
ernment’s 
decision 
making proc- 
ess. 
When tax- 
payers wonder 
why corporate 
welfare is given out to compa- 
ny X, and if and when it might 
be paid back, the govern- 
ment simply responds: trust 
us. You won't see any informa- 
tion. Third party exemptions 
effectively place 15 billion tax 
dollars beyond the scrutiny of 
those who handed it over. 


A Few More Exemptions 
Military or state secrets 
are not released (a pretty big 
shield). Any agency or entity 
that is co-owned or managed 
by another government is also 
exempt. That means any in- 
ternational agencies, or North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment agencies are exempt form 
the act. Strangely, provincial 
and municipal joint ventures 
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with the federal govern- 
ment are also exempt. 

The following list details the 
agencies that are either not 
covered by the federal ATIP 
Act or which have broad ex- 
emptions stemming from 
one of the principles outlined 
above, or from exemptions 
found in another federal act 
or acts. 


Conclusion 

There are at least 209 feder- 
al entities that are either com- 
pletely or partially exempt- 
ed from Access to Informa- 
tion. Of these, an astound- 
ing 42, are simply not covered 
by the act at all. These range 
from important federal depart- 
ments, to Crown corporations 
and recently created founda- 


6 Strange- 
ly, provincial and municipal 
joint ventures with the feder- 
al government are also 
exempt. 


tions. It is probably no ac- 
cident that at least two out of 
this group were implicated in 
the Quebec sponsorship scan- 
dal. 

These gaping holes in our 


right to federal gov- 
ernment informa- 
tion need to be 
filled. Of course the 
most obvious solu- 
tion is to simply shut 
down many of these 
agencies. For instance, 
closing corporate welfare pro- 
grams would eliminate many 
of the problems surrounding 
third party confidentiality. In 
the meantime, amending ATIP 
to include crown corpora- 
tions, government foundations 
and similar entities would be 
a good start. Finally, opting 
for more voluntary disclosure 
from international and joint 
federal-provincial agencies cur- 
rently subject to broad exemp- 
tions would also be a step in 
the right direction.» 


Agencies and Crown Corporation exempt 
from Access to Information requests 


The following section lists all the federally funded agencies and crowns that are 
exempted from public scrutinity and accountability because they are not required to 
provide information under the access to information act. The entities are categorized 


Not covered by the act 

Canada Foundation for Innovation 

Canada Found for Sustainable Dev. Technologies 

Canada Health Info-way Inc 

Canada Millennium Scholarships Foundation 

Canada Post Corp 

Canada School of Public Service 

Canada's Model Forest Program 

Canada-Wide Accord on Environmental Harmoniza- 
tion 

Canadian Adaptation of Rural Technology Fund 

Canadian Air Transportation Security Agency 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp 

Canadian Foundation for Atmospheric Sciences 

Canadian Health Services Research Foundation 

Canadian Industry Program for Energy Conservation 

Canadian Race Relations Foundation 

Canadian Television Fund 

Canadian Wheat Board 

Commissioner of Federal Judicial Affairs 

Communications Security Establishment 

Defence Research & Development Canada 


by reason for the exemption. 


Elections Canada 

Employability Assistance for People with Disabilities 
Enterprise Cape Breton 

Ethics Commissioner 

Export Development Canada 

Financial Consumer Agency of Canada 
Genome Canada 

Governor General 

Green Municipalities Enabling Fund 
Green Municipalities Investment Fund 
Health Transition Fund 

Indian Claims Commission 

Indian Residential Schools Resolution Canada 
Information Commissioner of Canada 
Infrastructure Canada 

Loan Investment Fund Program 

Marine Atlantic Inc 

Parliament of Canada 

Public Sector Pension Investment Board 
Ridley Terminals Inc 

St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corp 
Treasury Board 

Via Rail Canada Inc 
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Exempted by another act 
Bank of Canada 
Statistics Canada 


Exempted because of 

international partners 

African Dev. Bank Asia Pacific Found. of Canada 

Asian Dev. Bank Blue Water Bridge Authority 

Buffalo-Fort Erie Public Bridge Authority 

Canadian International Grains 

Institute Canadian International Trade Tribunal 

Caribbean Dev. Bank 

Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission European Bank for Reconstruction & 
Dev. 

Financial Transactions & Reporting Agency of 
Canada 

Inter-American Development Bank 

International Bank for Reconstruction & Dev. 

International Boundary Commission 

International Commission on Intervention & State 
Sovereignty 

International Finance Corp 
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International Fisheries Commissions Pension Soc. 

International Joint Commission 

International Lake Memphremagog Levels Board 

International Lake of the Woods Control Board 

International Monetary Fund 

International Niagara Committee 

International Porcupine Caribou Management Board 

Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency 

NAFTA Secretariat -- Canadian Division 

North American Commission for Environmental Co- 
operation -- Joint Public Advisory Committee 

Rosevelt Campollo International Park 

The Seaway International Bridge Corp 

World Anti-Doping Agency 


Exempted vis-a-vis role in 
federal provincial relations 
Federal-Provincial Relations Office 


Exempted because of a 

provincial partner 

2001 London Alliance -- Canada Summer Games 
Host Society 

2003 Bathurst-Cambellton Canada Winter Games 
Host Society 

Aeroport de Quebec Inc 

Agriculture & Food Council of Alberta 

Agriculture Institute of Management in Saskatch- 
ewan Inc 

Agri-Futures Nova Scotia 

British Columbia Investment Agriculture Found 

British Columbia Treaty Commission 

Calgary Airport Authority 

Calgary Olympic Investment Association 

Canada Games Council 

Canada-Alberta Beef Industry Development Fund 

Canada-Alberta Hog Industry Development Fund 

Canada-Alberta Labour Market Dev. Agreement 

Canada-Alberta Sugar Beet Industry Dev. Fund 

Canada-Alberta Value-added Industry Dev. Program 

Canada-Manitoba Agri-food Research & Develop- 
ment Initiative 

Canada-Newfoundland Agri-Food Innovation Fund 

Canada's Climate Change Voluntary Challenge & 
Registry 

Canadian Institutes of Health Information 

Canadian Intergovernmental Secretariat 

Centre de Dev. du porc du Quebec Inc 

Centre d'entrepreneuriat et d'essaimage de 
l'universite du Quebec a Chicoutimi 

Centre national multisport-Montreal 

Charlottetown Airport Authority 

Conseil de recherches en peche et agroalimentaire 
du Quebec 

Conseil pour le Dev. de l'agriculture du Quebec 

Edmonton Regional Airport Authority 

Fonds d'adaption des enterprises agroalimentaires 

Fonds de Dev. emploi Montreal 

Fonds d'investiessment et de Dev. de l'emploi dans 
les cartier centraux de Quebec 

Found du maire de Montreal pour la Jeunesse 

Gander International Airport 

Greater Fredericton Airports Authority 


Greater London Airport Authority 

Greater Moncton Airport Authority 

Greater Toronto Airports Authority 

Halifax International Airport Authority 

Hamilton Harbour Commissioners 

Lower Churchill Development Corporation 

Manitoba Crop Diversification Centre 

Manitoba Rural Adaptation Council 

Montreal International 

National Sport Centre -- Atlantic Canada 

National sport Centre - Calgary 

National Sport Centre -- Greater Victoria 

National Sport Centre — Toronto 

National Sport Centre — Vancouver 

National Sport Centre - Winnipeg 

Nature Trust of British Columbia 

New Brunswick Agricultural Council 

New Brunswick Biotechnology & Technological 
Innovation Centre of Excellence Inc 

North Portage Dev. Corp & The Forks Renewal Corp 

Northwest Territories Water Board 

Nova Scotia Apple Industry Development Fund 

Nova Scotia Research & Dev. for Grain & Foragert 

Nova Scotia Technology Development 2000 

Old Port of Montreal Corp Inc 

Ontario Agriculture Training Institute 

Ontario Safety Net Research & Dev. Fund 

Oshawa Harbour Commission 

Ottawa Macdonald-Cartier International Airport 
Authority 

Parc Downsview Park Inc 

Prince Edward Island Adapt Council Inc 

Quartier International de Montreal 

Queen's Quay West L& Corp 

Regina Airport Authority 

Saint John Airport Inc 

Saint John Harbour Bridge Authority 

Saskatchewan Council for Community Dev. 

Saskatoon Airport Authority 

Soc de Dev. a l'eportation de la Rive-Sud de 
Montreal 

Soc de Dev. de l'industrie maricole de la Gaspesie et 
des lles-de-la-Madeleine 

Soc du parc industriel et portuaire Quebec sud 

St. John's International Airport Authority 

Thunder Bay International Airport 

Vancouver International Airport Authority 

Victoria Airport Authority 

Winnipeg Airports Authority 

Yukon Agricultural Association 

Yukon Surface Rights Board 


Exempted because of shared 

governance 

Association for the Export of Canadian Books 

Beef Industry Development Fund 

Canadian Blood Services 

Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse 

Canadian Coordinating Office for Health Technology 
Assessment 

Canadian Energy Research Institute 

Canadian Farm Business Management 

Canadian Livestock Records Corp 
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Coaching Association of Canada 

Corp Camp Spatial Canada 

Forest Engineering Research Institute of Canada 

Forintek Canada Corp 

Last Post Fund 

Le Consortium de television Quebec Canada Inc 
(TV 5) 

Maritime Forest Complex Corp 

NAV Canada 

Northern Native Fishing Corp 

PARTICIPaction 

POS Pilot Plant Corp 

Sport Information Resource Centre 

Territorial Farmers Association 

Terry Fox Humanitarian Award Inc 

Tree Canada Foundation 

Vanier Institute of the Family 

Western Grains Research Foundation 

Wildlife Habitat Canada 


Partially exempted by 

another act 

Atomic Energy of Canada Limited 

Business Development Bank of Canada 

Canada Lands Company Limited 

Canada Revenue Agency 

Canadian Commercial Corp 

Canadian Employment Insurance Commission 

Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 

Canadian Human Rights Commission 

Canadian Human Rights Tribunal 

Canadian International Trade Tribunal 

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission 

Canadian Radio-Television & Telecommunications 
Commissions 

Canadian Security Intelligence Service 

Canadian Space Agency 

Canadian Transportation Agency 

Canadian Transportation & Accident Investigation & 
Safety Board 

Copyright Board 

Defence Construction Limited (1951) 

Energy Supplies Allocation Board 

Hazardous Materials Information Review Commis- 
sion 

Human Resources Development Canada 

Immigration & Refugee Board 

Industry Canada 

Justice Canada 

National Energy Board 

Office of Privatization & Regulatory Affairs 

Office of the Correctional Investigator of Canada 

Office of the Inspector General of the Canadian 
Security Intelligence Service 

Patented Medicine Prices Review Board 

Pension Appeals Board 

Petroleum Compensation Board 

Petroleum Monitoring Agency 

Security Intelligence Review Committee 


ether it is a Canadian gov- 
ernment sanctioned report 
or a United Nations’ study, 
native Canadian wom- 
en and children living on Indian re- 
serves are the most disadvan- 
taged of all Canadi- 
an citizens. The 
lack of matri- 
monial prop- 
erty rights is 
one reason 
for the dis- 


| parity. 


he 


@@The land possession 
system of the Indian Act 


original Matrimonial Pr erty Rights 


Throughout Canada, provincial family 
law governs the division of assets and child 
custody upon dissolution of marriage. Yet 
because Canada’s constitution stipulates 
the federal government has exclusive juris- 
diction over “Indians and lands reserve for 
the Indians,” the federal Indian Act is the 
law that ultimately governs native Canadi- 
ans living on reserves. 

Canadian courts have ruled that only 
the Indian Act can apply to property on re- 
serves—regrettably, the Indian Act is mute 
on the subject of matrimonial property 
rights. According to the Department of In- 
dian Affairs, na- 
tive bands operat- 
ing under the Indi- 
an Act can adopt 
policies to govern 


does not prohibit women 
from possessing property 
on reserves, however, the 
Department of Indian 
and Northern Affairs has 
indicated most certificates 
of possession are held by 
native men. This is an 
important point since 
property rights on 
reserves determine 
child custody and 
access rights. 9® 


the granting of allo- 
cations of land that 
take into account 
matrimonial real 
property consider- 
ations. 

It is true the 
First Nations Land 
Management Act 
does deal explic- 
itly with the divi- 
sion of matrimoni- 
al property, howev- 
er, the development 
of land codes are a 
community respon- 


sibility. In many cases this is little if any 
improvement over the status quo. 


The land possession system of the Indi- 
an Act does not prohibit women from pos- 
sessing property on reserves, however, 
the Department of Indian and North- 
ern Affairs has indicated most 


not by the native Canadian com- 
munity members. This land needs 
to be transferred to the individu- 
als of the native community. This 
would enable the native communi- 
ties to establish individual private 
property rights, thereby providing 
women — and men - greater cer- 
tainty over property ownership. 

As more and more aborigi- 
nal women’s organizations are established 
throughout Canada, Canadians will become 
more aware of the plight of native wom- 
en and children who live on reserves. Giv- 
en the speed at which politicians have dealt 
with native issues in the past, it will likely 
take a great deal of public pressure to force 
the politicians to act. For the sake of native 
women and children, let's hope they do.s/ 


certificates of possession are held 
by native men. This is an impor- 
tant point since property rights 
on reserves determine child cus- 
tody and access rights. Native 
men have the upper hand when 
it comes to child custody and di- 
vorce settlements. 

Women must ask their band 
council if they may stay in their 
family house and if they may retain custo- 
dy of their children. As indicated earlier, 
property rights on reserves determine child 
custody and access rights, leading to many 
native women not only becoming homeless, 
but losing custody and access to their chil- 
dren. 

There are several ways to alleviate these 
situations. Two solutions would be to 


amend the Indian Act to 

incorporate the applica- * ‘ 

wememnememems First Nations,second Thoughts 

nial law or provide for ) 

individual private prop- Both controversial and thought 

erty rights on reserves. provoking, Tom Flanagan's First 
Since the Indian Act Nations? Second Thoughts 

does aot deal with mar dissects the prevailing 

as ates io orthodoxy that determines 

public policy towards Canada’s 


li t dment 
paaanate: /asmapannias Aboriginal peoples. Flanagan 


to change that. True, 
the constitution gives the demonstrates that this policy 


by Tanis Fiss 
Centre for Aboriginal 
Policy Change director 


federal government ex- 
clusive jurisdiction over 
native reserves; this 
does not mean however 
that the federal govern- 
ment can not delegate 
some of its jurisdiction. 
A simple parliamentary 
amendment could allow 
for the appropriate pro- 
vincial marriage laws to 
apply on reserves. 
Reserve land is now 
held in trust by the Ca- 
nadian government and 


enriches a small elite of 
activists, politicians, 
administrators and well- 
connected entrepreneurs, while 
bringing further misery to the 
very people it is supposed to 
help. 
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20% off for CTF supporters 


You asked for it... 


Rebalancing 
Education Funding 


Kerry from Winnipeg writes: I y ay 7 


am outraged that homeown- 
ers are singled out to pay 
such a sizeable chunk of ed- 
ucation costs ... It would be 
interesting to see how Mani- 
toba compares to the rest of 
the country. 


During the last five years of 
hysterical focus on ever-increas- 
ing health care spending, it is not 
surprising that the remaining 60 per 
cent of provincial spending has been 
pushed off the radar screen. Education is 
the number two provincial expenditure — 
just behind health care and just ahead of 
debt servicing costs. 

Each province differs in how it organiz- 
es and pays for education. To start, there 
are two categories of provincial education 
spending. The first is kindergarten to grade 12 
(K to 12) and the second is college, university 
and vocational training. As per Kerry’s question, 
this analysis focuses on K to 12 education, and 
its impact on property taxpayers. 


Comparative Spending by Province 

The first chart on the next page shows what 
each province spends per student. Higher 
spending does not necessarily equal better re- 
sults, but it does carry costs for each province’s 
taxpayers. Manitoba, Alberta and Newfoundland 
spend considerably more than most other prov- 
inces, while Nova Scotia sits way below the rest. 
It is also interesting to note 
that in the last four years 
per pupil education spend- 
ing has not increased very 
much. This is largely be- 
cause health care budgets 
are gradually eating into all 
other expenditures by pro- 


i A }) 

by Bruce 
Winchester 
National Research Director 


@@<As for what drives education costs, 
salaries top the list. They account for 
about 60 per cent of all spending. 
That means increases in spending 
seldom reflect new initiatives or 
capital improvements...99 


vincial governments. 
As for what drives education 
costs, salaries top the list. They 
account for about 60 per cent 
of all spending. That means in- 
creases in spending seldom re- 
flect new initiatives or capital im- 
provements, but rather increas- 
ing wages for those working in the 
sector. 


Who Pays the Freight? 

Ultimately taxpayers pay the piper 
one way or another. The second chart 
shows that only five out of ten provinc- 
es levy school taxes on property. Three 
of these provinces rely significantly on 
property taxes to fund schools. 

Not surprisingly, the final chart re- 
veals big differences in what the pro- 
vincial treasury spends per capita on educa- 
tion in each province. There is a 28 per cent 
spread between the highest per capita pro- 
vincial education spending in Alberta and the 
lowest in Saskatchewan. This is explained by 
the fact that property taxpayers often augment 
provincial spending: Saskatchewan, Ontario 
and Kerry’s province of Manitoba being the 
most pronounced. 


Conclusion 

The cost to taxpayers for K to 12 educa- 
tion in each province has more to do with tax 
mix than it does overall taxes. Your CTF has 
been vocal in Manito- 
ba and Saskatchewan 
with concerns about 
rising property taxes. 
In Manitoba, your CTF 
released a study on the 
impact of school taxes 
on farmland and found 


_—SCeNeNTj}t}tpeNSNnyNqgNe 


that taxes have risen 
seven percent a year in 
the past decade. The 
CTF is recommending 
that the province elim- 
inate school division 
taxes on property and 
farmland, providing 
funding for education 
through the general 
revenue fund. In Sas- 
katchewan your CTF 
has called for a rebal- 
ancing of school board 
funding away from 
the property tax base. 
Paying for schools 
based on assessed val- 
ue of your proper- 
ty makes little sense. 
Coming out of the pro- 
vincial treasury is a 
more sensible, predict- 
able and transparent 
way to cover the costs 
of K-12 education. 
However, to get 
overall education costs 
down requires—not 
unlike health care— 
innovative approach- 
es outside of the one- 
size-fits-all state mo- 
nopoly that is large- 
ly driven by the de- 
mands of powerful 
teachers’ unions. Pub- 
lic private partner- 
ships can provide al- 
ternatives for capital 
and maintenance costs 
while home schooling, 
vouchers and charter 
schools inject great- 
er choice for parents 
and lower costs and 
better quality through 
competition._ 


You aSked for it... 


Per pupil Kindergarten to Grade 12 Education Spending 


(adjusted for inflation) 
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94-95 6,233 5,768 5,920 6,045 6948 8098 7,132 6,031 7,100 7,091 6,637 


95-96 6,282 5,146 5,442 5883 6692 7,572 7,127 5,933 6,248 7,074 6,340 


96-97 6,451 5,617 5,341 5810 6678 7,406 7,047 6049 6,108 7,096 6,360 


97-98 6,341 5,779 5,477 5,904 6447 7,386 7,057 6212 6,359 7,026 6,399 


98-99 6,421 6,992 5,630 6,471 6367 7,833 7,865 6379 6,701 6,602 6,726 


99-00 6325 6,677 5880 7,225 6309 7,222 7,031 6505 6,801 6396 6,637 


00-01 6419 6547 5654 6509 6301 6974 6824 6509 6,755 6,418 6,491 


01-02 7,013 6526 5,711 6557 6328 6,760 7,144 6643 6960 6527 6,617 


02-03 7,212 6,659 5,943 6352 6415 6,743 7,290 6838 7,221 6833 6,751 


Property Tax Revenues as a Percentage of School Board Spending 
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4.56% 
4.58% 
4.60% 
461% 


0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 


00-01 0.00% 
01-02 0.00% 
02-03 0.00% 
03-04 0.00% 


0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 


0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 


0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 
0.00% 


12.68% 
12.64% 
12.67% 
12.66% 


39.48% 
39.54% 
39.49% 
39.49% 


33.50% 
33.40% 
33.40% 
33.41% 


91.12% 
50.99% 
50.98% 
90.97% 


Per Capita Provincial Spending on Education 1997 to 2004 


Pec Psa 69 JP 8 ea 5 I 


97-98 1,243 1,227 1,022 825 1,294 1,438 1,456 


98-99 
99-00 
00-01 


1,309 
1,277 
936 
01-02 
02-03 
03-04 
04-05 


1,006 
1,015 
1,573 
1,624 


1,161 
1,242 
1,143 
1,173 
1,203 
1,262 
V2T 


955 1,308 
1,007 


1,158 


1,337 
1,572 
1,241 
1,239 
1,357 
1,368 


1,423 
1,489 
1,529 
1,578 


998 
1,039 
940 
986 
2,166 
1,135 
W258 


993 
1157 
1,264 
1,292 
1,322 
1,384 
1,431 


974 
1,006 
1,087 
1,112 
1,073 
1,170 
1,207 


1,459 
1,600 
1,384 
1,454 
1,754 
1,861 
1,683 


1,457 
1,483 
1,936 
2,047 
2,054 
1,795 
1,622 
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he federal government has a big prob- How will Ottawa cope with this setback? 

lem if it is serious about adhering to By spending more tax money on dubious 

the Kyoto Protocol. The internation- projects, of course. Some $3.7-billion has 
al treaty, which came into effect on Febru- been allocated to Kyoto, but already a 2002 


ary 16th, commits Canada to reduce carbon action plan, which outlines how Canadi- 
dioxide emissions to 6 per cent below 1990 an emissions can be reduced by 180MT, is 
levels by 2010. Yet the government in tatters. Part of this plan includes 
has yet to produce a national plan the pitch—made by CBC comic Rick 
to achieve this. Mercer, who was paid $85,000—for 
Until very recently, Ottawa be- Canadians to take the government’s 
lieved greenhouse gases would “One-Tonne Challenge,” an unrealis- 
need to be cut by 240 megatonnes tic proposal urging people to use 20 


(MT), or 33 per cent below cur- by John per cent less energy by driving less 
rent levels. But strong econom- ee and lowering the thermostat at home 
ic growth has increased emissions when it is -40C outside. 

and it is now believed the dispari- Despite the money and efforts a 

ty is more likely somewhere between 280MT leaked cabinet document says Canada “will 
and 300MT, an amount requiring an impos- ___ be significantly off” reduction targets as na- 
sible 40 per cent decrease. tional Kyoto efforts will result in reduc- 
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tions of only 78 
to 92MT. That’s 
at best half the 
promised 180MT 
reduction plan 
and a long way 
from hitting 300 
or even 240MT. 
Environment offi- 
cials are no doubt 
back at the draw- 
ing board despite 
knowing full well 
that short of im- 
posing a punish- 
ing carbon tax 
that will grind 
economic growth 
to a halt, there is 
no realistic way 
for Canada to re- 
duce made-at- 
home emissions 
by the amount re- 
quired. 

Publicly, Otta- 
wa denies this ob- 
vious fact, argu- 
ing instead that developing new “green tech- 
nology” will result in environmental-technol- 
ogy that will be exported to other markets. 
All things being equal, this might be true. 
But the federal government's reasoning ig- 
nores the reality that more expensive tech- 
nologies and the cost to develop them will 
make Canadian companies less competitive 
vis-a-vis our competitors. 

Ottawa is loath to openly admit this, but 
the truth occasionally slips out. Natural Re- 
source Minister John Efford has said he 
does not believe it would be healthy for the 
Canadian economy if companies move to the 
United States or abroad as a result of Can- 
ada’s Kyoto requirements. (Kyoto requires 
some nations to reduce emissions more than 
others; and some none at all, like big emit- 
ters China and India. Others, like the U.S. 
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@6 Ottawa is 
loath to open- 

ly admit this, but 
the truth occa- 
sionally slips out. 
Natural Resource 
Minister John Ef- 
ford has said 

he does not be- 
lieve it would be 
healthy for the 
Canadian econ- 
omy if compa- 
nies move to the 
United States or 
abroad as a re- 
sult of Canada’s 


Kyoto require- 
ments 9@ 


and Australia, have 
announced they 
will not ratify or be 
bound by the proto- 
col, so they are ex- 
empt. This leaves 
Canada as the only 
nation in the Amer- 
icas—north and 
south—to be ham- 
strung by Kyoto, 
which might not be 
so bad were it not 
for our northern cli- 
mate, brutal winters 
and vast land.) 

The cost of fully 
implementing Kyo- 
to with higher tax- 
es, more regulation, 
and subsidies which 
will slow the econ- 
omy and impact in- 
dividual Canadians. 
Numbers revised by 
noted academic Dr. 


Ross McKitrick for your CTF this year, re- 
veal Canadians can expect their household 
incomes to drop by $3,000 annually when 
fully implemented. 

Kyoto was sold to the public as an easy 
way to save the environment with little cost 
or inconvenience. This was complete non- 
sense. Reducing carbon dioxide emissions 
can only be done by dramatically curbing en- 
ergy consumption. 

The only way to reduce these emissions 
is to burn less fossil fuel, which is used to 
heat homes, travel by road and air, manufac- 
ture products and even generate other ener- 
gy sources. Throwing on another sweater in 
the dead of winter is not going to be enough. 

Rather than come clean with the public 
and abandon the dysfunctional Kyoto plan, 
Ottawa is seeking to save itself by trying to 
adhere to the letter of the protocol, but not 
the spirit. It will make up any shortfall and 


“earn credits” by pur- 
chasing emissions 
abroad. 

Thanks to the col- 
lapse of Commu- 
nism in 1989—and 
the Russian economy 
soon after—Moscow 
has a surplus of “un- 
used” greenhouse gas to sell. Many regard 
this as purchasing “hot air” since Russia will 
not need to reduce its current output if oth- 

er nations purchase its credits. 
This is all beginning 
to look like an- 
other ill-con- 
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one ceived and 
tn TF eect jon aate Ses — deeply flawed 
Alby 
federal pro- 


gram: the gun 
registry. Ca- 
nadians were 
told the regis- 
try would be a 
cost effective way 
to track gun own- 
ership and re- 
duce gun-crime. 


\ Do you receive TaxAction? 


\ Each month, your CTF sends out—via fax or e-mail—an issues 
and action update. In a recent issue of TaxAction, we 
supplied the e-mail addresses of all the Conservative 
MPs, so supporters could urge these MPs to vote against 
the federal budget! In other TaxActions, we have 

surveyed supporters on Ottawa’s proposed daycare 
program, so we can present results to politicians. 
If you are a current supporter, you are entitled to 
receive TaxAction either by e-mail or Fax. 


To receive TaxAction: 

Please call our administration offices using our 
toll-free number 1-800-667-7933 

or e-mail us at admin@taxpayer.com 


Kyoto: Ottawa’s next gun registry in the making 


8 Does anyone really believe federal bureaucrats 
are capable of monitoring invisible, odorless gases in 
developing nations more efficiently than tracking guns 

in Canada or accounting for s 


onsorship dollars in 
Ottawa? 


And like Kyoto, the public largely accepted 
the registry on these promises. But Otta- 
wa’s dream quickly turned into a taxpayers’ 
nightmare. 

In 1995, Canadians were assured the 
Firearms Program would cost $119-mil- 
lion to implement, an amount to be offset by 
$117-million in registration fees from law- 
abiding gun owners. Today, we know the 
truth. The program’s costs ballooned and 
are on track to hit $2-billion — without any 
measurable impact on gun-crime statistics. 
The Liberal government repeatedly failed to 
supply parliament with accurate budget in- 
formation on the registry’s costs. An inde- 
pendent review of the program was aborted 
in 2002 because the government could not 
provide the complete financial picture to the 
auditor-general. The registry stands as an 
indictment of the Liberals inability to prop- 


Kyoto: Ottawoa’s next gun recion 


asking 


erly manage ambitious programs. And it 
will be the same with Kyoto. 
Rather than learn from this les- 
son, Ottawa has taken the costly 
first steps in embarking on anoth- 
er grand plan. The government 
set aside $5-billion to be spent 
on Kyoto over the next five-years 
in the recent federal budget. Of 
this amount, Ottawa is consid- 
ering spending an astounding 
$1.4-billion to buy 1OOMT of 
greenhouse gas credits abroad. 
Tax dollars will be sent abroad 
with no tangible benefits to Ca- 
nadians, the economy or the en- 
vironment. As with Ottawa’s gun 
registry, it will amount to spend- 
ing money for nothing. 


Of course, the government is 


downplaying this 
proposal as a last re- 
sort. But this does 
not mean it will not 
be adopted, partic- 
ularly when there is 
no conceivable way 
to meet targets at 
home. 

Does anyone real- 
ly believe federal bu- 
reaucrats are capa- 
ble of monitoring in- 
visible, odorless gas- 
es in developing na- 
tions more efficiently 
than tracking guns in 
Canada or account- 


ing for sponsorship dollars in Ottawa? 

For months the Gomery Inquiry, which is 
examining the sponsorship program scan- 
dal, has been unearthing clues from officials 
admitting to engaging in money laundering 
transactions and other nefarious activities. 
Meanwhile it was reported in February that 
the Canadian Firearms Centre lost track of 
46,000 gun owners when tens of thousands 
of renewal letters to gun owners were re- 


@@Thanks to \ 
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its. be surprised 


when it is re- 
ported the auditor cannot determine wheth- 
er or not foreign nations keep a lid on emis- 
sions sold to us. 

Under Kyoto, Canada will continue to 
pump out emissions and claim victory while 
it pays foreigners for credits. Is this what 
environmentalists envision? Is this what 
taxpayers want? Or, like the gun registry, 
are we being sold another false bill of goods 
by the ruling Liberals?m 
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ach month CTF offices in five provinc- 
EE: and Ottawa—including the Centre for 

Aboriginal Policy Change—handle hun- 
dreds of media interviews and inquires, hold 
press conferences, publish reports, make pres- 
entations to government and issue regular 
news releases, commentaries and publications 
to advocate the common interest of taxpayers. 

CTF representatives speak at functions 
and organize major campaigns nationally and 
in the provinces that lead to public policy 
change. 

2004 was an 
exceptional year. 
Your CTF made 
taxpayers count 
in the 2004 
federal elec- 
tion campaign, 
contributed to 
democratic re- 
form in British 
Columbia and wrote the final 
chapter on a historic court case 
that landed on the steps of the 
Supreme Court of Canada. 

Since 1999 your CTF has 
been an intervenor in the Benoit 
case that sought an all-inclusive 
tax exemption for Treaty 8 In- 
dians based on an alleged oral 
pledge made in 1899. Your CTF 
argued that a race-based tax ex- 
emption would violate equali- 
ty provisions of the Charter, nu- 
merous international treaties, 
conventions against racism and 
basic principles of fairness. 

Although we lost the case at trial in March 
2002, we didn't give up. Thanks to your sup- 
port we won on appeal in June 2003. This was 
followed by the Supreme Court of Canada fi- 
nally dismissing the matter for good in 2004, 
securing an important victory for the equality 
of all Canadian taxpayers. 

In British Columbia, the CTF has been 
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he Canadian Taxpayers Federation 


- one that looks so simple and so 
just, you wonder why no one has 
done it yet. If the federal govern- 
ment really wants to make the tax 
ystem both fairer and simpler, the fed 


/ Higher personal tax* 
exemption helps all 


of kids or an immigrant with a language barrier, it’s 
has come up with a compelling idea _a nice piece of change. For those people, $100 extra 
month could mean new shoes for the kids, more 
meat for the dinner table, or maybe even a vacati 
And as a bonus, that’s spending that will hi 
economy. 


@6As 
we crest into 2005, 
the Liberal minor- 
ity government's 
budget provided 
an increase—al- 
beit small—to the 
personal income 
tax exemption and 
laid out a model to 
share federal gas tax 
revenues with mu- 
nicipalities. 99 


pushing for voting reform as part of its man- 
date in support of accountable government 
since 1997. Not only was a Citizens’ Assem- 
bly struck, but they adopted a CTF recom- 
mendation in favour of the Single Transfera- 
ble Vote. A May 17th referendum will decide 
its fate. It is hoped a strong YES vote will 
trigger voting reform right across the country. 

Finally, while partisan bickering offered lit- 
tle comfort to beleaguered taxpayers, your 
CTF’s six-year campaign demanding lower 
and dedicated fuel taxes re- 

sulted in one of the few 
moments of clarity during 
last year’s federal election 
campaign. All three par- 
ty leaders made com- 
mitments to adopt— 
in principle—elements 
of your CTF’s Municipal 
Roadway Trust model that 
would plow gas tax revenues into 
local roads and infrastructure. 

Your CTF also made headway 
pushing for an increase in the ba- 
sic personal exemption so that all 
Canadians could finally receive 
some tax relief. As we crest into 
2005 the Liberal minority gov- 
ernment’s budget provided an in- 
crease— albeit small—to the per- 
sonal income tax exemption and 
laid out a model to share feder- 
al gas tax revenues with munici- 
palities. 

Of course your CTF does not 
win every battle it fights. 

Despite having signed a CTF 
pledge during the 2003 Ontario election cam- 
paign that he would honour the CTF-inspired 
Taxpayer Protection Act, Dalton McGuinty 
introduced a budget in 2004 that not only 
radically raised taxes and spending, but fore- 
cast deficits through to 2007 and gutted the 
Taxpayer Protection Act. 

Immediately, your CTF began a petition, 
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organized a rally, made representation at 
Queen's Park, and filed a lawsuit against both 
the premier and his finance minister for vio- 
lation of the province’s Taxpayer Protection 
Act and for breach of contract. 

While the case was dismissed, it received 
national attention and made clear to poli- 
ticians in every part of the country that the 
CTF will stand and fight on behalf of taxpay- 
ers. 

As the pages before you will provide testi- 
mony, your CTF was kept busy in 2004. And 
while a brief summary can not provide you 
every activity undertaken, it will provide you 
a flavour of the work and 
dedication of an out- 
standing team of pro- 
fessionals working on 
your behalf, day in and 
day out, in the fight for 
lower taxes, less waste 
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and accountable government. 

In the coming year, your CTF is going to con- 
tinue to fight Kyoto, the gun registry, and bil- 
lions handed out in corporate welfare to com- 
panies like Bombardier. 

We're going to continue leading the push for 
meaningful health care reforms that include 
a role for the private sector, so that taxpayers 
and health consumers have choices and short- 
er wait times. 

With billions of tax dollars in federal over- 
taxation, we will continue to demand tax relief. 
And, if a federal daycare plan is implement- 
ed it should not be a state-run, union-only pro- 
gram that will cost untold billions, but a tax 
credit program that allows parents —not Ot- 

tawa—to make the best choice for 


f: their kids. 
ace The CTF exists solely because 
Nn ° you voluntarily chose to support 


it with your hard-earned after- 
tax dollars. Please take the time 
to look through these pages and 
appreciate the incredible contri- 
bution your support of the Cana- 
dian Taxpayers Federation is making. 


BC director Sara MacIntyre meets with 
then-finance Minister Gary Collins to 
press for a mandatory debt retirement 
plan. In 2004, your CTF stood up to 
public sector unions and made signifi- 
cant progress pushing for democratic 
reform. 
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JANUARY 


SASK: The province’s Com- 
mission on K-12 School Fi- 
nancing releases its report ac- 
cepting a CTF recommendation 
to dramatically reduce school 
property taxes. However, di- 
rector David MacLean takes is- 
sue with the report's further 
recommendation of increasing 
the province’s sales tax to offset 
any revenue loss. 


SASK: The CTF launches a 
province-wide “No Tax Hikes!” 
campaign amid wide specula- 
tion of tax hikes to stem a bal- 
looning deficit. The campaign 
includes billboards and radio 
advertising aimed at gathering 
signatures on a petition 

to be deliv- — 
ered be- 
fore the 
provincial 


FEDERAL: The CTF issues a 
statement demanding Prime 
Minister Paul Martin press 
Canada Steamship Lines to im- 
mediately pay back $10.3-mil- 
lion in government subsidies 
the company received, ensure 
a $4.9-million loan is repaid 
to the federal government and 
come clean on any corporate 
welfare received by his family’s 
shipping empire while he was 
in cabinet. 


FEBRUARY 


ALBERTA: Director John Car- 
pay presents Finance Minister 
Pat Nelson with pre-budg- 


emony—the 


honour 
the best 
of the 
worst 
in high taxes and 
wasteful govern- 
ment spend- 
ing. 


the CTF hosts its 
mock Oscar’s cer- 


Teddies—to 


et recommendations including 
abolition of the health care pre- 
mium tax and car insurance 
tax, spending control legisla- 
tion and a reduction in the size 
of cabinet. 


FEDERAL: The CTF reacts an- 
grily to findings by the audi- 
tor general that show tens of 
millions went missing in the 
government's much maligned 
sponsorship program. The 
CTF repeats its call for mean- 
ingful whistleblower legislation. 


CAPC: The auditor general 
finds the Department of Indi- 
an Affairs failed to track $1.2- 
billion in spending for 
two land claims 
in the North. 
In a statement, 
director Tanis 
Fiss says the 
finding is en- 
demic of the lack 
of transparency and 
accountability in de- 
partment spending. 


MANITOBA: Director Adri- 
enne Batra presents pre- 
budget recommendations 
to Finance Minister Greg 
Selinger which include bal- 
ancing the budget, freez- 
ing departmental spending, 
eliminating bracket creep 
taxation and providing 
school property tax relief. 


FEDERAL: In the wake of 
revelations that Governor 
General Adrienne Clarkson 
spent $5.3-million touring 
81 guests and staff through 
northern Europe, the CTF 
successfully demands 
cancellation of a second 
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In 2004, your CTF 
through its Centre 
for Aboriginal Policy 
Change ended its 
five year court bat- 
tle for the equality of 
Canadian taxpayers. 


Director Tanis Fiss also 
released her second 
widely acclaimed pa- 
per, Apartheid: Cana- 
da’s Ugly Secret, this 
time calling for aboli- 
tion of Canada’s 
reserve 
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planned 
trip anda 


Clarkson’s ex- 
penses since being 
appointed in 1999. 


MARCH 


NATIONAL: The CTF hosts 

its sixth annual Teddies Waste 
Awards at a black tie ceremony 
on Parliament Hill. This year’s 
winners of the famed golden 
sow include the sponsorship 
program in the federal catego- 
ry, Manitoba Arts Council in 
the provincial, and Governor 
General Adrienne Clarkson re- 
ceiving the prestigious lifetime 
achievement award. 


; Supreme co 
review of Ms. hear tax appeal Case | 


By ANNE KYLE 
Leader-Post 


FEDERAL: The 
CTF releases a position pa- 
per on CPP reform authored 
by former director and author 
Mark Milke calling for an in- 
crease in the eligibility age, cre- 
ation of individual savings ac- 
counts and a reduction in EI 
premiums to offset CPP hikes. 


FEDERAL: Modest debt repay- 

ment and the sale of the federal 
government's remaining shares 
of Petro Canada were positives 

in an otherwise disappoint- 

ing federal budget that increas- 


urt won t 


In March, 2002, Federal Court J udge Di 
Campbell ruled that the “honour, 


es spending by 15% over two 
years and offers no tax relief 
despite burgeoning surpluses. 


ALBERTA: Director John Car- 
pay criticizes Premier Klein’s 
high-spending budget for not 
reversing tax increases im- 
posed in 2002. The CTF con- 
tinues challenging Premier 
Klein to honour his pre-election 
promise that “the only way tax- 
es are going is down”. 


CAPC: Director Tanis Fiss 
stands almost alone in opposi- 
tion to the Westbank self gov- 
ernment agreement. The agree- 
ment would shield the Brit- 
ish Columbia band from appli- 
cation of the Charter, create a 
third order of government and 
impose taxation with- 
out representation. A 
TaxAction urges sup- 
porters to contact 
their MP while Tanis 
appears before the 
Commons Senate 
Committee. 


MANITOBA: Director 
Adrienne Batra makes a 
pre-budget submission to the 
City of Winnipeg's Executive 
Planning Committee emphasiz- 
ing the positive impact of past 
tax cuts and warning of coun- 
cil’s eagerness to spend in non- 
priority areas. 


MANITOBA: The CTF joins two 
coalitions. The first oppos- 

es forced unionization of the 
$660-million Red River Flood- 
way project while the second, 
provides input into the prov- 
ince’s freedom of information 
act. 
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SASK: On the eve of a provin- 
cial budget the CTF wraps up 
its “No More Tax Hikes” cam- 
paign with the delivery of thou- 
sands of petitions demanding 
a balanced budget with no tax 
hikes. Since 1999, spending 
has grown 22% faster than rev- 
enues at a time when the prov- 
ince’s population is declining, 


APRIL 


CAPC: The CTF responds fa- 
vourably to the Supreme Court 
of Canada’s decision not to 
hear the Benoit v. Canada 
(Treaty 8) tax appeal. 


to let the NDP tell them sean 


New Democratic Party line now aps 


the Saskatchewan Party on most issues, 
now become a voice In the wilder 


iberals have 
to the 


i es Pyeng 
Indeed, the only group WIE- liquor stgg 


ONTARIO: Di- 
rector Tasha Kheiriddin 
presents the CTF’s 2004 pre- 
budget submission to Finance 
Minister Greg Sorbara urging 
spending restraint and a firm 
commitment to the province’s 

Taxpayer Protection Act . 


MANITOBA: The Doer govern- 
ment sidesteps the province’s 
Taxpayer Protection Act by ex- 
panding the PST. Raising it 
would have required a referen- 
dum. Director Adrienne Bat- 
ra criticizes a budget that con- 
tinues to nickel and dime tax- 
payers and maintains bracket 
creep without any effort at cost 
containment. 


CAPC: The Centre for Aborig- 
inal Policy Change issues its 
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heid: Canada’s Ugly Secret 
calling for abolition of the In- 
dian reserve system. Director 
Tanis Fiss tours the country in 
its support including a meeting 
with Assembly of First Nation’s 
Chief Phil Fontaine. The paper 
received editorial praise in 
both the National Post and 
Globe and Mail. 


NATIONAL: Federal direc- 
tor John Williamson pens a 
commentary advocating for a 
private parallel heath care sys- 

tem to co-exist alongside the 
public one. The commentary is 
published in both the Vancou- 
ver Sun and Ottawa Sun. 


FEDERAL: The CTF reacts 
angrily to Bill C-24. Passed in 
record time, the bill extends 
health and disability benefits to 
retired MPs. Research direc- 
tor Bruce Winchester is quoted 
on the front page of the Nation- 
al Post after giving Senate tes- 
timony suggesting the bill may 
set a precedent for Canada’s 
three-million public servants. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA: In the 
wake of an illegal strike by the 
Hospital Employees Union the 
CTF launches a radio ad cam- 
paign providing facts on the 
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union’s generous compensa- 
tion package. After thousands 
of surgeries are cancelled direc- 
tor Sara MacIntyre goes one step 
further and offers to coordinate 
patients in a class action suit 
against the union. 


MAY 


NATIONAL: The CTF kicks off 
its 6th annual Gas Tax Hones- 
ty Campaign featuring a decorat- 


ed mini-van making its way from 
Mile O of the Trans Canada High- 
way in Victoria, BC, to Parlia- 
ment Hill in Ottawa. Party lead- 
ers in the federal election cam- 
paign make their most signifi- 
cant commitments yet to dedi- 
cating federal fuel tax revenues 
to roads and infrastructure. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA: The CTF 
makes a submission to the feder- 
al Priddle Panel recommending a 
lifting of the moratorium on off- 
shore oil and gas exploration off 
BC’s West Coast. Written by Dr. 
Chris Campbell, the report out- 
lines potential socio-economic 
benefits. 


ALBERTA: The CTF launches 

a petition campaign to abolish 
the province’s 3% hidden sales 
tax on insurance. Director John 
Carpay points to the irony ofa 
government con- 
cerned 


—_— 


paigns in support of increasing the Basic Personal 


about high premiums yet profit- 
ing from the same. 


ONTARIO: The CTF dubs the 
McGuinty government's first 
budget—that introduces new tax- 
es and four years of red ink— 
“the Big Lie’. During the provin- 
cial election campaign Dalton 
McGuinty signed a CTF pledge 
committing to balance the budg- 
et and not raise taxes in the ab- 
sence of a referendum. Immedi- 
ately, your CTF begins a petition, 
organizes a rally, makes repre- 
sentation at Queen’s Park, and 
files a lawsuit against both the 
premier and his finance minis- 
ter for violation of the province’s 
Taxpayer Protection Act and 
breach of contract. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA: The CTF 
makes a presentation to 
the prov- 


Long-time CTF cam- 


Exemption and dedicating 
RUNNING OW EWEN fuel taxes to lo- 

' cal roads and 
infrastruc- 
ture had a 
| significant 
} impact in 
2004— 
policy 
gains on 
both fronts 
arrived in 
2005. 
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ince’s Citizens Assembly on 
Electoral Reform recommend- 
ing a mixed voting system that 
incorporates multi-member rid- 
ings. The recommendation is 
grounded in granting voters 
greater accountability by weak- 
ening party control and strength- 
ening local representation. 


JUNE 


SASK: Through Freedom of In- 
formation the CTF reveals that 
moving Saskatchewan Learning 
offices to a new downtown loca- 
tion cost taxpayers $6-million. 
A request for financial justifica- 


BATRA VS 'HYDRA' HOUSE... 


tion was denied. Also denied 
was a CTF request for documen- 
tation surrounding economic 
impact of increasing the PST. 


ALBERTA: In response to votes 
by teachers’ unions in both Ed- 
monton and Calgary in favour of 
going on strike, the CTF issues 
a statement calling on the Klein 
government to legislate educa- 
tion as an essential service. 


FEDERAL: The CTF releases 
calculations revealing direct tax- 
payer subsidies to political par- 
ties will top $57-million this 
election year. This is up from 
$20-million in the 2000 election. 
In addition to can- 
didate and par- 

ty expense reim- 


SERIOUSLY. 


AND 
SERIOUSLY 
TAKING. 


waste, fight 
higher taxes 
and uphold 
Manitoba’s 
Taxpayer 
Protection 


Winnipeg Mayor Sam 
Katz signs a CTF pledge 
to lower property taxes 
and eliminate the city’s 
business tax. In 2004, 
director Adrienne Batra 
continued to blow the 
whistle on government 


CANADIAN 


Taxa 


FEDERAT 


r 


bursements, the new Elec- 
tion Act grants $1.75 annu- 
ally for each vote received by 
a party in the previous elec- 
tion. 


NATIONAL: The CTF’s “Run- 
ning on Empty, Fuming to 
Ottawa” tour ends on Par- 
liament Hill after logging 
7,163 kms and stopping in 
40 communities. 80,000 
taxpayers along with 2,046 
mayors and councillors 
from 459 communities sign 
the CTF’s petition demand- 
ing federal gas taxes be dedi- 
cated to roads. 


FEDERAL: The CTF releas- 
es calculations showing 84 
MPs who were either defeat- 
ed or retired pri- 
or to the June 
28th vote will col- 
lect $3.6-million 
in annual pension 
benefits and an- 
other $3.4-million 
in severance pay- 
outs. 


NATIONAL: On 
the eve of a fed- 
eral election the 
Fraser Institute 
announces Tax 
Freedom Day will 
arrive on June 
28th—fully 18 
days later than 
1993 when the 
Liberals took of- 
fice. 


MANITOBA: Sev- 
en of Winnipeg’s 

10 mayoral can- 

didates—includ- 
ing the eventu- 
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al winner Sam Katz—sign a CTF 
pledge that support efforts to 
lower property taxes and gradu- 
ally reduce the business tax. 


AUGUST 


SASK: A CTF survey reveals 
public sector 


absenteeism 

is on the rise £ 
JULY costing tax- Ss 

pay- . 


ALBERTA: The CTF congrat- 
ulates all Albertans on elimi- 
nation of the prov- 

ince’s debt andurg- 

es the Klein govern- 
ment to control its 
spending and cut 
taxes. A CTF-in- 
spired law that re- 
quired 75% of sur- 
pluses be directed 
toward debt elim- 
ination paid huge 
dividends. 
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Direc- 
tor Tasha 
Kheiriddin 
stands next 
to 209,000 
petitions de- 
manding Dalton 
McGuinty honour 
his signed election 
pledge to balance 
the budget and 
not raise taxes 
without a referen- 
dum. The CTF also 
held a rally and 
filed suit against 
the premier for 
violation of On- 
tario’s Taxpayer 
Protection Act. 


ers millions of dollars. Of the 
12 crowns, departments, and 
agencies examined through free- 
dom of information, 10 showed 
overall increases in absenteeism. 
The province’s absentee rate is 
14% higher then the national av- 
erage and has risen 8.1% since 
2001. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA: As the 
Athens Olympic Games kicks 
off CTF director Sara MacIn- 
tyre pens a widely published 
commentary warning Brit- 
ish Columbians of the 
risks inherent in Olym- 
pic budgeting. The com- 
mentary calls for truth 
in budgeting, a role for 
the private sec- 
tor, competi- 
tive tendering 
and transpar- 
ency. 


FEDERAL: The reve- 
lations former Canada Post 
boss Andre Ouellet racked up 
$2-million in unreceipted ex- 
penses over eight years prompts 
the CTF to demand Revenue 
Minister John McCallum con- 
duct a full review and ensure 
any taxes owed are paid. Di- 
rector John Williamson points 
out the government would never 
turn a blind eye to such conduct 
in the private sector. 


September 


FEDERAL: The CTF screams 
“No More” in response to a com- 
mission recommendation that 
would raise MP salaries by a fur- 
ther 10%. This, despite, MP sal- 
aries having risen 29% since 
2001! The CTF quickly organiz- 
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es a campaign reminding MPs 
that all party leaders com- 
mitted during the recent elec- 
tion that they would not hike 
salaries. The increase was 
stopped in its tracks. 


MANITOBA: CTF director 
Adrienne Batra meets with 
newly elected Winnipeg May- 
or Sam Katz to discuss his 
signed commitment to elimi- 
nate the city’s business tax. In 
October, the CTF would com- 
mend the new mayor for can- 
celling a $75-million bus rap- 
id transit plan—something the 
CTF had previ- 

ously opposed. 


CAPC: Direc- 
tor Tanis 
Fiss issues 

a statement 
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Scott's declaration that pri- 

vate ownership of native hous- 
ing may be a way to combat pov- 
erty. Since 1997 your CTF has 
been advocating the allowance of 
private property rights for native 
Canadians. 


October 


FEDERAL: Directors John Wil- 
liamson and Bruce Winches- 

ter deliver over 65,000 petitions 
to Infrastructure Minister John 
Godfrey and detail the CTF’s 
plan to reinvest half of feder- 

al fuel taxes into a Municipal 
Roadway Trust with the remain- 
der returning to motorists in the 
form of lower taxes. 


MLA pay hike 
raises ire of CIF 


Tax fighte 


Alberta director John 
Carpay delivers 
thousands of petitions 
demanding the 
province eliminate its 
health tax. John 
made high 
taxes, spending 
restraint and 
democratic 
reform, issues 
in the 2004 
provincial 
election. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA: In its 
2005/06 pre-budget submission 
to both the province’s finance 
committee and Minister Gary 
Collins, director Sara MacIntyre 
advocates a legislated debt 
repayment schedule to slay the 
province’s $37-billion debt. In 
addition, Sara pushes for an Ol- 
ympic spending transparency 
plan and a reversal of the gov- 
ernment’s sales tax increase. 
The tax was cut the following 
week. 


SASK: CTF director David 
MacLean speaks to municipal 
leaders in Swift Current about 
school board amalgamation. 
MacLean underscores the need 
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urge cuts 


83% of Albertans favour taxpayer 
protection referenda. 
Reven 


for reform to school 
board property taxes, and for a 
shifting of some education costs 
off the property tax bill. 


ONTARIO: Amid significant me- 
dia coverage your CTF deliv- 
ers 209,045 signatures on its 
taxpayer protection petition to 
Premier McGuinty’s office. The 
petition demands the premier 
repeal new taxes he pledged 
not to raise during the election 
campaign in the absence of a 
referendum. In a CTF press 
conference, director Tasha 
Kheiriddin unveils a new inter- 
net advertisement and provides 
an update on the court case 
launched against the premier 
and his finance minister for vi- 
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olation of Ontario’s Tax- 
payer Protection Act. 


NOVEMBER 


FEDERAL: In response to rev- 
elations that federal surplus- 

es will total $80-billion over the 
next five years, the CTF issues a 
statement demanding the minor- 
ity Liberal government be defeat- 
ed unless substantial tax relief 
is presented in the next federal 
budget. Director John William- 
son would later appear before 
the House of Commons Finance 
Committee calling for spending 
restraint, an increase in the Ba- 
sic Personal Exemption, a man- 
datory debt repayment schedule, 
adoption of the CTF’s Municipal 
Roadway Trust, and an end to 
Kyoto, corporate welfare, the gun 
registry and plans to institute a 
national daycare plan. 


ALBERTA: The CTF issues elec- 
tion survey questions to over 400 
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NG GM ups ante in bid for federal cast cas 


plays the 


candidates in 83 
ridings represent- 
ing six parties to 
elevate support 
for health tax abo- 
lition, citizen-initiated 
referendum and taxpayer protec- 
tion legislation. In the wake of 
election results the CTF releases 
calculations showing 28 retiring 
or defeated MLAs will cost tax- 
payers $6.1 million in severance 
payouts. 


SASK: The CTF releases a ma- 
jor study calling for privatiza- 
tion of the province’s 81 liquor 
stores citing increased jobs, busi- 
ness opportunities and consum- 
er convenience. The well-pub- 
licized report includes polling 
data revealing 72% of Saskatch- 
ewan residents believe that gov- 
ernment should have no role in 
the liquor business. 


Activity Report 
2004 Year in Review 


Media Contacts Events/ Speeches/Letters/Releases/ 
Reports/Meetings/Etc. 


Ottawa 1214 
Manitoba 641 
Alberta 598 
Ontario 481 
Sask 276 
BC 236 
CAPC* 222 


138 
141 
247 
92 
90 
67 
82 
857 


* CAPC stands for the CTF's Centre for Aboriginal Policy Change. 
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Fontaine wants’ 
Indian status la 


tions. Current gove! 


DECEMBER 


FEDERAL: The CTF releases its 
annual payroll and income tax 
projections showing Canadian 
taxpayers can expect, on average, 
to save a whooping $2.94 a 
month in calendar 2005! CPP 
tax hikes are outstripped only 
modestly by EI tax reductions 
and indexation of the income tax 
system. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA: The CTF 
praises the work of the Citizens 
Assembly on Electoral Reform 
which submits its final report to 
the legislature. After exhaustive 
public consultation the Assembly 
recommends BC adopt the Sin- 
gle Transferable Vote to replace 
the province’s first-past-the-post 
voting system. The CTF which 
recommended the same, vowed 
to support a strong YES vote ina 
referendum to ratify the recom- 
mendation set for May 17th. 


ONTARIO: The Ontario Superi- 
or Court rules against the CTF 
in its case against premier Dal- 
ton McGuinty and Finance Min- 
ister Greg Sorbara. The CTF 
launched the suit in the wake 

of Dalton McGuinty breaking 

his signed pledge made during 
the Ontario election not to raise 
taxes in absence of a referen- 
dum. Director Tasha Kheiriddin 
thanked the thousands of Ontar- 
ians who sent donations, signed 
the petition and offered words of 
encouragement._ 
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LSUBS/0Y CRTC AME 


n late December, the 
Ontario government 
started a provincial bid- 
ding war for the nation’s 
film industry, courte- 
sy of taxpayers. The battle for 
red carpet dollars is not new 
and every province, save Al- 
berta, offers some form of la- 
bour-based tax cred- 
its for domestic and @@Film 


Film executives took 
to the street in pro- 
test, demanding On- 
tario taxpayers out-sub- 
sidize British Colum- 
bia. The publicity stunt 
paid off. Within days of 
the march, the Ontario 
government announced 
that labour tax credits 
for foreign film pro- 


foreign film produc- executives ductions would be in- 

tions. Of the two, the creased to 18 percent 
took to 

foreign market is from 11 percent and 

ae the street 

more lucrative. It’s ‘ ae 30 percent from 20 

understandable, then, BIS a ’ percent for domestic 

that the heavily do- demanding productions. 

mestic-based Toronto Ontario Shortly thereafter, 

film hub would want taxpayers the Quebec govern- 


a piece of Vancouver's 


out-subsidize 


ment joined the ‘race 


foreign film produc- British to the bottom’ by of- 

tion market. Columbia. The fering a 20 percent tax 
But instead of com- publicity stunt credit for foreign film 

peting for foreign pro- paid off...08 production. As expect- 


duction dollars, the 
Toronto film indus- 
try went straight to Queen’s 

Park looking for a hand-out. 
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ed, BC’s film industry 
unanimously started 
screaming that the sky was in- 
deed falling, the end was near 
and they all had to 


leave for On- 


by Sara 
Macintyre 


British Columbia Director 


tario. Granted, moving 
to Ontario in Decem- 
ber is something to 
cry about, but the film 
industry was under no 
such threat. 

BC film producers 
have many advantag- 
es that their cohorts 
in Ontario simply can’t com- 
pete with, such as year-round 
shooting, diverse landscapes, 
industry infrastructure and 
most important for the actors, 
proximity to Hollywood. Indus- 
try advocates were selling their 
talent and reputation short. 
BC has a large and skilled tal- 
ent pool with the experience 
and reputation that has earned 
them many productions that 
could have been done cheaper 
elsewhere. 

Manitoba, for example, of- 
fers a 40 percent labour tax 
credit for foreign productions, 
why hasn't the local industry 
been complaining about hav- 
ing to move to Manitoba? Be- 
cause production locations are 
not determined solely on 

the basis of the bot- 
tom-line. The BC film 
industry would have re- 
mained competitive 
for foreign produc- 
tions with or without 
the boost in taxpayer 
subsidies. The increase 
has simply shielded 
the industry from do- 
ing some much need- 
ed house cleaning such 
as addressing its costly 
union problems. 
So, why did BC film 


AN 
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producers threaten to leave if 
the government didn’t match 
Ontario’s tax credits? Because 
they knew they would get it. 
The timing was perfect to pil- 
lage the province’s coffers: BC 
had a new finance minister, 

a $2 billion surplus, an up- 
coming budget and an election 
on the horizon. After a pub- 
lic campaign by an industry fa- 
mous for its melodrama, the 


British Columbia 


door swung opened to the pre- 
mier’s office and two days lat- 
er, so did taxpayers’ wallets. 
Premier Campbell needs to 
be reminded of his 2001 elec- 
tion promise to end corpo- 
rate welfare and that a subsi- 
dy called by any other name is 
still the same. Tax credits for 
the foreign film production in- 
dustry operate as a cash pay- 
out and not a reduction in for- 


gone revenue. Simply put, pro- 
vincial revenue writes a cheque 
for 18 per cent of the labour 
cost to the foreign production 
company, which then heads to 
its parent company. 

The labour tax credit gives 
the tax dollars of successful 
businesses and hard-work- 
ing British Columbian’s to film 
producers. If that isn’t corpo- 
rate welfare, what is? m 


Forever, not Four Months 


on the television, read a newspaper or lis- 

tened to the radio, you most certainly heard 
the government boasting of its accomplish- 
ments courtesy of your tax dollars. The provin- 
cial government has been running a series of 
advertisements reminding us voters how great 
our province is. 

For example, the CTF learned through Free- 
dom of Information (FOI) requests that one se- 
ries of ads, dubbed “The Spirit of 2010: Be 
Here, Play Here” cost taxpayers over $4 million 
and simply reminded British Columbians that 
the Olympics were coming in 2010. Another 
campaign, “Learn Here” cost taxpayers an ad- 
ditional $1.6 million. In the past year, the gov- 
ernment has run other thematic ads such as, 
“Discover BC,” “Work here,” “Invest here” and 
“Play here.” The total cost to taxpayers has yet 
to be revealed because govern- 
ment officials are telling 
the public to wait until 

the public accounts are 
released, conveniently 


I: in the past 12 months, you have turned 


Tell the finance min- 
ister to pay down BC’s 
historic debt and ease the 
burden for tomorrow’s 
7 taxpayers. Go to our website 
~/ and fill out the CTF’s legislat- 
ed debt repayment petition at: 
www.taxpayer.com 
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post-election. 
But Gordon Campbell did live up to his 2001 
promise and pulled all non- 
essential government ad- 
vertising four months be- 
fore the election date of 
May 17, 2005. By far, this 
commitment outpaces 
any of his provincial 
counterparts 
but why 
should tax- 
payers pay 
for any non- 
essential or 
partisan adver- 
tising at all? The 
advertising mor- 
atorium should be 
four years, not four 
months. m 


@@The CTF learned 
through Freedom of 
Information requests that 
one series of ads, dubbed 
“The Spirit of 2010: Be Here, 
Play Here” cost taxpayers over 
$4 million and simply reminded 
British Columbians that the 
Olympics were coming in 
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INCOME THX REFUND CHEQUES TH al 


n 2004, the CTF asked its supporters in in extra revenues for the 2004 fiscal year, 
Alberta what the government should do with — which ends on March 31, 2005. 
the $4 billion it collects each year (on average) With $5.8 billion in extra taxes, why 


from oil and gas royalties. The 
priorities of CTF supporters are, 
from highest to lowest: 

1. return this money to taxpay- 
ers as income tax refunds; 

2. spend this money on govern- 
ment programs; 

3. pay annual dividends to all 
Albertans (whether they paid 
income tax or not); and 

4. save this money in the Herit- 
age Fund for future genera- 
tions. 

Currently, politicians spend 
100% of oil and gas royalties. 
None of this money is returned to 
Albertans, who continue paying 
billions in provincial income tax. 


Albertans paid $4.8 billion in ; = ae — 
provincial income tax in 2004. Meeting to discuss the provincial budget on Valentine’s 


But Alberta's politicians now Day 2005, CTF-Alberta Director John Carpay presents 
find themselves with $5.8 billion Alberta Finance Minister Shirley McClellan with a cake. 


Why Alberta needs spending $242 
Hon 
control legislation 
$123 
$100 
1996 2004 


Between 1996 & 2004, Between 1996 & 2004, Meanwhile, government 
Alberta’s population Alberta’s inflation rate program spending increased 
increased by 15% was 23% by a staggering 90% 


$12.7 
billion 
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shouldn't every Albertan get a 
refund of provincial income tax 
paid in 2004? 

Income tax refunds will be 
hundreds of dollars for some 
people, and thousands for others. 
This isn’t money which politicians 
and bureaucrats earned, but 
money first earned by Albertans. 
It's not a gift, but simply getting 
back what was yours to begin 
with. It’s enjoying the freedom to 
use your own earnings to save for 
your children’s education, take 
a vacation, give more money to 
worthwhile causes, pay off debt, or 
buy new furniture. 

Those who want to see the $5.8 
billion surplus spent by politicians 
should remember that no one 
spends someone else’s money 
as wisely as he spends his own. 
With an extra $5.8 billion now in 
their hands, there is no excuse for 
politicians to keep the $4.8 billion 
they took from us last year through 
provincial income tax.m— 


$864,102 wasted on 
pre-election advertising 


Through a Freedom of Information request, the 
CTF learned that the Alberta government spent 
$864,102 to promote its new car insurance system, 
with radio and newspaper advertising, and by 
printing and mailing brochures across Alberta. Large 
newspaper ads and numerous radio ads ran in the 
months prior to the November 2004 election, claiming 
that the controversial new system was fair. The 
amount includes the bulk of the expenses, but not 
all. The CTF first asked for an estimate in October 


of 2004, but no information was received until 
December—after the provincial election was over.m 


cost of car insurance 


Alberta director John Carpay 
presents the Alberta Finance 


Minister with petitions asking that 


Alberta’s 3% hidden sales tax on 
insurance be abolished. 


The Alberta government collects $191 
million per year through its 3% hidden 
sales tax on insurance. That $191 
million works out to $60 for every man, 
woman and child, or $240 per year for 
a family of four. A significant portion of 
this $191 million is paid by business, 
but ultimately taxes are always paid by 
people, as consumers, employees and 
investors. 

While collecting $191 million per year 
from Albertans through this sales tax, the 

government claims its new car insurance 
system will save motorists $200 million 
per year. Wouldn't it make more sense to 
scrap this tax, and leave an extra $191 
million in Albertans’ pockets? That would also 
avoid the cost of new bureaucracy to implement 
the government's added car insurance regulations. 
Abolishing this tax would also lower the cost of car 
insurance for everyone.» 
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ecent events at the Davidson school di- 
Rossen shed light on potential prob- 
lems that may crop up as the province 
moves toward school board amalgamation. 
These events show why we need to be vigilant 
to ensure taxpayer dollars are spent respon- 
sibly, and that our elected school board trus- 
tees remain accountable to local taxpayers. 
Davidson school board trustees are em- 
broiled in an intense political scandal after 
they granted a $120,000 “retirement gratuity” 
to 32-year bureaucrat Jeff Alexander. Putting 
aside the fact that a $120,000 payout is un- 
conscionable given that the district doesn’t 
have sufficient resources to renovate dun- 
geon-like bathrooms at its high school, Mr. 
Alexander didn’t retire, nor was he laid off! 
Mr. Alexander resigned on his own ac- 
cord, and, according to his 2001 employ- 


CTF director David MacLean addresses Davidson meeting 
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ment contract, that means he wasn't eligible 
for any payout. But that fact didn’t dissuade 

the board. Worse, the board re-hired 
Alexander the very next day 


on a professional servic- 
es contract with the ex- 
act same annual salary 
of $80,000. The coup de 
grace, the ne plus ultra 
is that Alexander is now 
also collecting his pen- 
sion! 

Out with the rusted 
and busted “double dip- 
ping,” and in with new- 
style “triple dipping.” 
Davidson trustees are 
taking government waste 
to a whole new level. 
Incredibly, four Davidson 
school board trustees 
and the education direc- 
tor are suing the owners 
of the Davidson Lead- 
er and the Craik Weekly 
News, as well as the au- 
thor of a letter to those 
papers criticizing the “re- 
tirement gratuity.” Ac- 
cording to a statement of 
claim, the plaintiffs are seeking damages for 
“defamatory remarks.” 

Outraged Davidson ratepayers responded 
by collecting 140 signatures to force a public 
meeting on the issue. More than 200 attended 
the meeting and asked tough questions of the 
three board members who bothered to show 
up. 

This issue is the result of upcoming school 
board amalgamations. Ratepayers in other 
parts of the province take note. The Davidson 
board decided to negotiate a payout and set- 
tle with Alexander in the event that his servic- 
es would no longer be required by the new di- 
vision. Learning Minister Andrew Thomson 
agreed the board was jumping the gun. 

The path to amalgamation is fraught with 
taxpayer hazards. Amalgamation in Manito- 
ba led to higher school taxes, more duplica- 
tion and bigger government. Ditto for health 
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district amalgamation in British Columbia, 
and municipal amalgamations across Can- 
ada. As a general rule, costs and therefore 


tax-rates rise to the highest common denomina- 
tor, while Davidson-style bailout packages be- 
come rampant. Ratepayers beware.m 


Fostering a prosperous and sustainable 
second century 


tells the Calvert government to control 
spending and cut taxes in an effort to 

create a stronger Saskatchewan. The report, 
entitled “Fostering a prosperous and sustain- 
able second century,” makes six 
recommendations aimed at 
providing relief for tax- 
payers and creating a 
sustainable provincial 
government. 

The single big- 
gest factor, when 
it comes to low- 
ering taxes and 
streamlining the 
economy, is the 
size of the provin- 
cial government. 
In no uncertain 
terms, total provin- 
cial public sector em- 
ployment has skyrocket- 
ed since hitting a low in 1995. 
Government employment grew by 7 
per cent during the last half of Roy 
Romanow’s tenure, which grew the 
civil service by almost 5,000 em- 
ployees. In the first four years of the 
Calvert government, the civil service 
grew by an additional 8.4 per cent. 

It’s important to note that Sas- 
katchewan’s declining population means 
more civil servants have been hired to serv- 
ice fewer people. One would think, im- 
provements in technology and business 
practices should lead to an overall reduc- 
tion in the civil service. 

If growing the civil service is part of a 
government strategy to increase employ- 
ment in Saskatchewan, it isn’t working. 


Yu CTF’s 2005 pre-budget submission 


by David 
MacLean 
Saskatchewan Director 


Saskatchewan’s average job growth over the 
past decade ranks last among all provinces. 
The growth of the civil service has significant- 
ly increased the percentage of tax dollars going 
toward salaries, and has done nothing to im- 
prove Saskatchewan’s labour mar- 
ket. 
Moreover, government 
will be unable to make 
necessary tax reductions 
to build a competitive 
economy. 


Recommendations: 


° Reduce government 
spending and con- 
trol the cost of public 
sector to ensure bal- 
anced budgets and al- 
low for targeted tax re- 
ductions; 


¢ Privatize Saskatchewan 

Transportation and purchase the 
required services to meet social policy 
objectives; 


* Begin a formal, long-term process 
aimed at exploring new models of health- 
care delivery and allow the establishment 
of a parallel private health system; 


¢ Establish a measurable plan to increase the 
provincial share of education funding to 75%; 


¢ Increase the Basic Personal Exemption to 
$15,000 over five years; and 


¢ Privatize liquor retail operations in order to 


save taxpayers $8 million annually and create 
hundreds of new businesses and jobs.” 


43 


INAnitoba 


AnotherAnother 


er into your pock- rate fj n [ ox re a Ss — 


ets, Manitoba’s largest 


public utility is after more of Adding insult to ratepay- on the Nelson River. And who 
your money. Manitoba Hydro ers’ injury, Hydro is could forget the $203 
has applied to the Public Util — spending nearly $75 million “dividend” 
ities Board (PUB) to confirm million on the con- the NDP government 
two electricity rate increases struction of a brand took from the cash- 


each pegged at 2.25 per cent, new building in down- 


strapped crown to 
putting an additional $33 mil- — tgyn Winnipeg, Last 


balance the books, 


lion into the crown corpora- year Hydro project- by Adrienne 4 practice the PUB 
tion’s coffers shoe 
aaa nr a ed a $359 million loss Manitoba Director SWiftly condemned. 
at is perhaps most dis- 444 the CTF raised According to Mani- 


concerting about yet another 
rate increase is Manitoba Hy- 
dro made an extraordinary 
economic recovery from last 


concerns then as to whether toba Hydro, the future looks 
it was prudent for the 
utility company to em- 


: bark on a new capital 
year’s drought. It has been Ay project. Hy- . @6Last year Hyd ro 
aA ape ey eae expects Af dro’s boss Bob projected a $359 million 
Oo €arn miiuion more . 
than originally anticipat ed ae ae loss and the CTF raised 
ime Sal atl 
ed through electricity Ay 1d save the concerns then as to 
ears fe i a /\\/ crown money to whether it was prudent 
a > ay “A ou for the utility company to 
employees un- ‘ 
Per off@neot embark on a new capital 
but he was project.9® 


unable to put 

a dollar figure 
to that claim. 

There are also con- 
cerns mounting over Hy- 


bright for the crown corpora- 
tion; unfortunately, the same 
cannot be said about the rate- 


a 


A. dro’s debt level, which al- Payers that have to pick up 
the tab for all of this positive 


thinking.» 


ready eclipsed that of the 
provincial government's 
/ general-purpose debt. Hy- 


dro is currently showing a $7 If you want your say on 
billion debt and is set to in- Hydro’s rate increases 
crease an additional $5 bil- contact the PUB, 

lion (guaranteed by the prov- publicutilities@gov.mb.ca 


ince) once construction be- or call 1-866-854-3698. 
gins on the Conawapa Dam 
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By the time this 
magazine hits your 
doorstep, Winni- 
peg Mayor Sam 

Katz will be 

knee-deep into 

his first budg- 

et and from a 

taxpayer’s per- 

spective, there 
are some things 
to look forward 
to. In his State 
of the City Ad- 
dress, Katz 
touched on an 
issue that most 
political lead- 
ers in Winni- 
peg have stayed 
away from for 
fear of backlash from spe- 
cial interest groups. Katz brought up the 
“p” word — privatization. And he didn't do it in 
an apologetic way, he enthusiastical- 
ly addressed the issue in front of the 
city’s business community, who for 
too long have been starved for a po- 
litical leader with some guts to make 
the city more business friendly. 

If Katz has his way, this year’s 
budget could include an expansion 
of the city’s Alternative Service Deliv- 
ery model to include selling munici- 
pal golf courses, gravel pits and fully 
privatizing garbage collection. This 
is good news to a city facing a high tax climate 
and a serious cash crunch. This year’s budg- 
et deficit is pegged at $57 million and although 
selling off municipal holdings will not cover the 
whole tab, it is a step in the right direction. 

Privatizing garbage services alone could po- 
tentially save the city $3 million annually ac- 


isek 


@6@ Katz brought 
up the “p” word 
— privatization. And 
he didn’t do it in an 
apologetic way, 98 


OR 
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cording to a report issued last year. In the mu- 
nicipality of North Saanich, B.C. residents can- 
not even remember a time when the govern- 
ment took care of garbage services. There, res- 
idents and businesses individually negotiate 
contracts with a number of different service 
providers competing for business. According 
to one of these companies, Ron’s Disposal, a 
family of four with once a week pickup and one 
can of garbage pays $214 a year. 

There are privatization success stories all 
across the country, even in our own back yard, 
Manitoba Telecom Services was privatized in 
1995 and has since become the third largest 
telecommunications provider in the country. In 
Alberta, the number of liquor stores tripled in 
the first 18 months after privatization in 1993, 
creating thousands of new jobs. When the Sas- 
katchewan government privatized Cameco in 
1991, the company increased production, de- 
creased costs, and began to grow through ac- 
quisitions and the discovery of new reserves — 
fast forward to 1998 and Cameco was produc- 
ing a third of the world’s uranium. 

Cities should spend 
100% of their budgets on 
core services not delivered 
by the provincial or federal 
governments: policing, fire- 
fighting, roads, snow re- 
moval, sewage system, and 
the like. There is no reason 
why government should be 
in the business of funding 
arts and taking tee times. 

Katz has cleared one 
major hurdle and that was to address priva- 
tization as a suitable alternative to ease the 
property and business tax burden in Winnipeg. 
His next big test will be to convince his council 
colleagues to adopt his budget recommenda- 
tions and a welcome new approach to running 
government.” 
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MAKING GOVERNMENT WORK! 


Scrap the Health Tax — Balantée the Books — Spend Smarter — 


Reform the Property T. 


n January 18th Ontario 
(oie: Tasha Kheirid- 

din presented your CTF’s 
prebudget submission to the 
provincial government’s Stand- 
ing Committee on Finance and 
Economic Affairs. 

In the 2004-05 budget, 
Premier Dalton McGuinty 
brought in the Health Tax, 
breaking his September 
11, 2003, election pledge oe 
to uphold the Taxpayer Protec- 
tion and Balanced Budget Act. The result 
was the biggest tax increase Ontarians have 
seen in a decade. Imposing the Ontario Health 
Tax was equivalent to increasing the provin- 
cial middle income tax rate of 9.15 per cent to 
10.6 per cent, which is exactly where it stood 
in 1999. 

The Health Tax is also hurting the Ontario 
economy. According to private sector econo- 
mists, higher taxes are lowering consumer con- 
fidence. The government's own Economic Out- 
look, released in November 2004, revealed that 
retail sales tax figures, revenue from lotteries 
and gaming, and liquor sales were $250 mil- 
lion dollars less than anticipated. Ontarians 
are spending less of their discretionary income 
on goods and services, because they have less 
discretionary income to spend. 

Lower spending means lower demand for 
goods and services, which translates into few- 
er new jobs. Not surprising, job growth in On- 


— End Corporate Welfare 


tario is also down. According to Sta- 
tistics Canada, 207,000 jobs were 
created between December 2001 
and December 2002, but be- 
tween December 2003 and 
December 2004, only 
93,000 jobs were creat- 
ed. 
The Health Tax 
is not only a broken 
promise, but bad policy, and 
it should be eliminated. As the CTF ex- 
plained, the government could cut the 
Health Tax by at least two-thirds, if not 
scrap it entirely, by combining new 
federal health funding with cost-sav- 
ing measures similar to those enacted 
in British Columbia. In B.C., the government 
contracted out services and reduced its health 
care budget by 4.5 per cent from the previous 
year. Similar measures in Ontario could yield 
potential savings of $1.4 billion. Add to this 
the $824 million pledged by the federal gov- 
ernment at its last First Ministers Meeting on 
health and the government would have enough 
money to maintain health services without im- 
posing the Health Tax. 

Balancing the budget is another key rec- 
ommendation your CTF made to the govern- 
ment. In the 2004-05 budget, the government 
predicted deficits until 2007—the year On- 
tario will go to the polls. Premier McGuinty is 
now threatening not to balance the books in 
his first term. This is unacceptable. Increas- 


Ontario Per Capita Government Spending in 2004 Dollars 
Select Years -- Amounts adjusted for inflation 


1991-1995 Rae NDP Government Average 6,380 
1996-2004 Harris/Eves Conservative Government Average 5,962 
2004-2005 McGuinty Liberal Government Average 6,370 


ing the province’s debt by an addition- 
al $12 billion and wasting an extra $4.4 
billion on interest payments is irrespon- 
sible and takes money away from pro- 


grams and services. 


The deficit is due to a spending prob- 
lem, not a revenue problem. Even with- 
out the Health Tax, revenues were up 
6.8% last year. Yet CTF research shows that 
the government of Dalton McGuinty is current- 
ly spending at the same level as the govern- 
ment of Bob Rae! Over the course of his man- 


date, Bob Rae’s suc- 
cessive deficits add- 
ed S66 billion to the 
public debt — debt 
that today’s taxpay- 
ers are still paying 
for. 

The government 
can achieve a bal- 
anced budget if it 
spends smarter, re- 
forms the public 
service, and rebal- 
ances the roles of the 
public and private 
sector. This involves 


privatizing services such as the LCBO, estab- 

lishing partnerships with the private sector in 
areas such as hydro, and allowing the private 
sector to offer choice in health care. 


Quebec, for example, has 
over 50 private for-profit 
clinics operating alongside 
public hospitals. Yet in 
Ontario, Premier Dalton 
McGuinty has hiked tax- 
es, delisted service, forced 
hospitals to lay off nurses, 
and used public dollars to 
buy out private MRI clin- 
ics. Ontarians are pay- 
ing more and getting less, 
in the name of an ideol- 
ogy that forces rationing 
of health care. This must 
stop. 

Property tax reform 
must also be a priority for 
the government. The gov- 


@@ Quebec, for 
example, has 
over 50 private 
for-profit clinics 
operating alongside 
public hospitals. Yet in 
Ontario, Premier Dalton McGuinty 
has hiked taxes, delisted service, forced 
hospitals to lay off nurses, and used 
public dollars to buy out private MRI 


ernment should scrap the Current Val- 
ue Assessment system and implement 

a simpler, fairer unit-based assessment 
system. 

Finally, the CTF called on Premier 
McGuinty to end a dangerous trend — 
the doling out of corporate welfare. Un- 
der the guise of “investments”, government 
is putting taxpayers’ dollars into the pockets 
of automakers and Hollywood film produc- 
ers. This is unacceptable. The government 

should stop picking winners and losers in 
the economy and cre- 
ate a competitive tax re- 
gime for all businesses 
equally. 
The provincial 
budget will be 
\, delivered this 
) spring. It re- 
mains to be 
seen whether 
the government 
will take the CTF’s ad- 
vice, or continue down 
the same road of tax- 
and-spend policies On- 
tario saw under Bob 
Rae in the early 1990’s. Be assured that what- 
ever the outcome, your CTF will continue to 
fight for lower taxes, less waste and accounta- 
ble government in Ontario!m 


by Tasha 
Kheiriddin 


Ontario Director 
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YOU TOLD US! 


2004 CTF Supporter Survey Questionnaire 


What should be the ONE top priority for the Ontario division of the CTF over 
the next year? 

Holding the McGuinty government accountable for its pledge 

not to raise taxes and not to run a deficit 

Calling for a reduction of waste, overlap and duplication in government 

Promoting deficit elimination and debt reduction 

Publicizing how much government unions cost taxpayers 

Calling for the shutdown of unnecessary government departments 

and agencies 

Promoting a workable Citizens’ Initiative and Referendum law 

4% Opposing grants to special interest groups 

3% Advocating property tax reform 

1% Supporting greater accountability for Crown Corporations 

6% Undecided 


55% 
8% 
6% 
6% 
6% 


4% 
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